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LANGUAGE SURVIVAL GUIDE INTENT

This language guide is intended to provide survival-level language skills needed for basic 
communication only to members of any contingency force deployed to an area where the target 
language is spoken.  It contains words and phrases that have been found to be most useful for 
contingency operations. 

The Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC) has produced this guide for use 
by advance parties or others who may not have immediate access to a fully qualified linguist.  If your 
organization’s language translation requirements exceed the content of this publication, contact your 
organization’s Command Language Program Manager (CLPM) to formally identify the requirement.

Inquiries and feedback:
DLIFLC
Technology Integration Division (ATFL-LST-TI)
Presidio of Monterey, CA 93944
pres.FamProject@conus.army.mil

Request for copies:
DLIFLC
Continuing Education
LMDS-DLI@conus.army.mil
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PART 1:  EMERGENCY TRANSMISSIONS

English Transliteration Yakan

1-1 We have a 
malfunction. neeya eeneen megka at Niya’ inin megkaat

1-2 We have a problem. neeya eeneen kesusahan Niya’ inin kesusahan

1-3 We have an in-flight 
emergency.

neeya keeteh pelaayang 
ketapa utan

Niya’ kite peleyangan 
katapa-utan

1-4 Go around. peleeboot kew Pelibut kew
1-5 Do not land. daa palandeengoon Da’a palandingun
1-6 Unsafe (Danger) duma een lap pas Dumain lappas
1-7 Stop taxi! pa reheng taksee! Pareheng taksi!
1-8 Cancel clearance. wa un lees seenen Wa u’n lissinan
1-9 Engine fire! makeena eb boot! Makina ebbut!

1-10 Aircraft fire! eroplaano eb boot! Eroplano ebbut!
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1-11 Reserve airfield heenalee an landeengan Hinallian landingan

1-12 Landing gear 
problem

lalandeengan seeleekan 
kesusahan

Lalandingan silikan 
kesusahan
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PART 2:  GENERAL AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

2-1 Contact ___. akahanoon ___ Akahanun ___

2-2 Frequency ___ Point 
___

peekooweensee eeneen 
___ toona ___

Prekuwensi inen ___ 
Tuna’ ___

2-3 Switch to frequency 
___.

pesaleen see pee 
kooweensee ___

Pesalin si 
Prekuwensi ___

2-4 Permit me to enter 
your control zone.

ooroongoon koo wakeel 
pehdeeyalem see 
kontrolan

Urungun ku wakil 
pediyalem si 
kontrolan

2-5 Altitude lengkew nen Lingkew nen
2-6 Flight level peleepagan pasad Peliparan pasad
2-7 Distance lanta Lanta’
2-8 A beam of ___ teeya meen eeneen ___ Tiya’ min inin ___

2-9 I passed over ___. palaabey ku deeyata ___ Palabey ku diyata’ 
___
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2-10 Bearing petudju / peharap Petudju / peharap
2-11 Traffic tara peek Tarapik

2-12 Unidentified aircraft gah ee keta oohan 
eroplaano

Ga’e ketauhan’ 
eroplanu

2-13 Aircraft sakatan peleeyang Sakatan peleyang
2-14 Helicopter helekaptel Helekaptel
2-15 Climb to ___. perag pee ___ Perag pi’ ___
2-16 Descend to ___. du wa ee pee ___ Duwa’I pi’ ___

2-17 Estimated time of 
arrival (ETA)

koompasan oras pehtek 
ka

Kumpasan oras 
patekka’

2-18 Flight plan peleeyang an plaano Peleyangan plano

2-19 Fly heading ___. peleeyang pehpee an ___ Pelayang pepi-an’ 
___

2-20 We are bound for 
___.

keeteh eeneen peharap 
see ___

Kite inin peharap si 
___
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PART 3:  COMMUNICATION CLARIFICATION

3-1 Please repeat 
slowly.

boosoong boosoong 
baleeken lahlay lahlay

Busung busung 
baliken lallay lallay

3-2 Roger rojer Roger
3-3 Over obel obel
3-4 I did not understand. gah ee kesabootan koo Ga’e Kesabutan ku

3-5 Your transmission 
was blocked.

eeneen pahatee noon 
teenampalan

Inin pahati nun 
tinampalan

3-6 Heavy static landoo teh ed estateek Landu teed estatik

3-7 The signal is weak. eeyah seenyas eeneen 
lam ma Iye sinyas inin lamma

3-8 Say again. beesahoon megbaleek Bissahun megbalik

3-9 This is an American 
aircraft.

eeneen beh eeyeh 
meeleekan sakatan 
peleyang

Inin’ be iye Melikan 
sakatan peleyang
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3-10 Spell it, please. heejah oon eeyeh 
boosoong boosoong

Hindjaun iye busung 
busung

3-11 Did you say ___? kah oo beh meesa ___? Ka-u be missa’ ___?

3-12 I do not speak 
Yakan.

gah ee koo mekebeesa 
yakan

Ga’e ku mekebissa 
yakan

3-13 Does anyone there 
speak English?

neeya beh see ka am 
mekebeesa eenglees?

Niya be si ka-am iyan 
mekebissa Englis?

3-14 Am I talking with ___ 
control?

akoo eeneen beh meesa 
dook ___ sag ga?

Aku inin be missa 
duk ___ sagga’?

3-15
Is there a better 
frequency to 
communicate?

eeneen neeya beh mas 
hap prekooweensee 
mekeh pegsamboong lah 
oong?

Inin niya’ be mas-hap 
prekuwinsi meke 
pegsambung laung?

3-16 I read you: tabas sa teh kew: Tabassa te kew:
3-17 five-by    leemeh bey    Lime-bey
3-18 four-by    ampat bey    Ampat-bey
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3-19 three-by    tel loo bey    Tello-bey
3-20 two-by    doo uh bey    Duwe-bey
3-21 I do not read you. gah ee kew tabas sa koo Ga’e kew tabassa ku

3-19 three-by    tel loo bey    Tello-bey
3-20 two-by    doo uh bey    Duwe-bey
3-21 I do not read you. gah ee kew tabas sa koo Ga’e kew tabassa ku

3-19 three-by    tel loo bey    Tello-bey
3-20 two-by    doo uh bey    Duwe-bey
3-21 I do not read you. gah ee kew tabas sa koo Ga’e kew tabassa ku

3-19 three-by    tel loo bey    Tello-bey
3-20 two-by    doo uh bey    Duwe-bey
3-21 I do not read you. gah ee kew tabas sa koo Ga’e kew tabassa ku



PART 4:  LANDING INSTRUCTIONS

4-1 Runway ___ in use. landeengan ___ een 
oosal

Landingan ___ inu-
usal

4-2 Wind at ___. hangeen see ___ Hangen si ___
4-3 Altimeter alteemetro Altimetro

4-4 Number ___ to 
follow. oombool ___ peh toorool Umbul ___ pe turul

4-5 Report soom boongeen Sumbungin
4-6 ___ miles ___ meelya ___ milya
4-7 ___ kilometers ___ batoo ___ batu
4-8 Beacon sam peela baboo ee Sampila’ baboy
4-9 Final (approach) kameeteeyan Kamttiyan

4-10 Base baasee Base
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4-13 Crosswind pehbabag hangeen Pebabag hangin
4-14 Downwind pehdeeyawa hangeen Pediyawa’ hangin
4-15 Upwind pehdeeyata hangeen Pediyata’ hangin
4-16 Extended (fully) seenoogpatan Sinugpatan

4-17 Enter landing 
pattern.

peh asik kweh 
palandeeng

Pe-asik kuwe’ 
palanding

4-18 Cleared to land. kandakpas peh landeeng Kandakpas pe 
landing

4-19 Landing gear down. landeeng seeleekan 
deeyawa

Landing silikan 
diyawa’

4-20 Turn on runway 
lights.

pekeyatoon eeleh oo see 
lan deengan

Pekeyatun ilew si 
landingan

4-21 Is your navigation 
system working?

eeneen panyap koompas 
goomegana peh?

Inin panyap kumpas 
gumegana pe?

4-22 I see the airfield. tekeeteh kooneh 
peleeyangan

Tekete kune 
peleyangan
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4-23 I see the runway. tekeeteh kooneh 
landeengan

Tekete kune 
landingan

4-24 I’ve landed. mekeelandeeng nekoo Mekelanding neku

4-25

Is your Instrument 
Landing System 
(VOR, TACAN) 
working?

eeneen seeka oo 
istroomento landeeng 
kapanyapan (bor, takan) 
pagana peh?

Inin si ka’u istrumento 
landing kapanyapan 
(VOR, TACAN) 
pagana pe?
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PART 5:  TAXI INSTRUCTIONS

5-1 Taxiway paradahan eroplaano Paradahan eroplano
5-2 Taxi parada Parada
5-3 Turn right peleeboot see too oo Pelibut si tu’u
5-4 Turn left peleeboot see lawa Pelibut si lawa
5-5 To the hardstand pee ee see petendegan Pi’i si petendegan

5-6 Follow the “follow-
me” truck.

petoorool see “petoorool 
see akoo” leempa tarak

Peturul si “peturul si 
aku” limpa’ tarak

5-7 Take runway ___. ed doo oon landeengan 
___ Idduun landingan ___

5-8 Hold short of 
runway.

kapus eeneen see 
landeengan

Kapus inin si 
landingan

5-9 Is able, enter next 
taxiway.

jaaree, pa asik see soo 
moonoo paradahan 
eroplaano

Jari, paasek si 
sumunu’ paradahan 
eroplano
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5-10 Taxi to parking. marada see paradahan Marada si paradahan

5-11 Marshallers will 
assist. marsahalers petabang Marshallers petabang

5-12 Taxi into position 
and hold.

marada pee seepuwesto 
ooboos nagad

Marada pi’ si puwsto 
ubus ngagad

5-13 There is an obstacle 
in our way.

neeya eeneen peharang 
see lalabaayan teh

Niya’ inin peharang si 
lalabayan te

5-14 Can you move that 
___?

mekejaree heebal noo 
beh eeyan ___?

Mekejari hibal nu be 
iyan ___?

5-15   car?    karo?    Karo?
5-16   truck?    tarak?    Tarak?
5-17   airplane?    eroplaano?    Eroplano?

5-18   powercart?    kareetoon dook 
makeena?

   Karitun duk 
makina?

5-19
We need minimum 
___.

neeseseeteh keeteh 
sarangsarang ___

Nisisite kite 
sarangsarang ___
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5-20 50 feet taxiway
   leemempooh 

talampakan paradahan 
eroplaano

   Limempu’ 
talampakan 
paradahan 
eroplano

5-21 70 feet taxiway
   peetoompooh 

talampakan paradahan 
eroplaano

   Pitumpu’ 
talampakan 
paradahan 
eroplano

5-22 Our wingspan is ___ 
meters.

eeneen lakbang 
peekpeek ten ___ metros

Inin lakbang pikpik 
ten ___ metros

5-23 We need wingtip 
clearance.

neeseeseeteh keeteh 
lampas doohool 
peekpeek

Nisisite kite lappas 
duhul pikpik
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PART 6:  DEPARTURE INSTRUCTIONS

6-1 Request takeoff. mah eed peleyang Ma-id paleyang
6-2 Cleared for takeoff. lap pas neh peleyang Lappas ne paleyang
6-3 After departure, ___. ubus petoolak, ___ Ubus patulak, ___
6-4 Heading pehpee Pe pi’

6-5 Flock of birds baanan manook manook Baanan manuk 
manuk

6-6 Climb and maintain. paraag dook petootoog Paraag duk petutug
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6-7 6-7

6-76-7

PART 7:  AIRFIELD SPECIFICS

7-1

What is the 
maximum weight the 
parking ramp can 
withstand?

eeneh teh ed bohat 
neh eeneen paradahan 
mekeboh oh?

Ine teed bohat ne 
inin paradahan meke 
boo?

7-2
What is the total 
length of the 
runway?

eeneh keteh abaan neh 
eeneen landeengan?

Ine ketehabaan ne 
inin landingan?

7-3 What is the width of 
the runway?

eeneh lakbang neh 
eeneen landeengan?

Ine lakbang ne inin 
landingan?

7-4
What is the 
maximum weight the 
runway can stand?

eeneh teh ed bohat neh 
eeneen landeengan 
mekeh boh oh?

Ine teed buhat ne 
inin landingan meke 
bo’o?

7-5
What are the 
operational hours of 
your tower?

eeneh mengeh oras 
pegperagan eeneen 
tawel nun?

Ine menge oras 
pegparagan inin 
tawel nun?
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7-6 What fees are we 
liable for?

eeneh baayad teh 
eeneen see keeteh 
kuweedow?

Ine bayad te inin si 
kite kuwidaw?

7-7 How much do we 
owe?

peeyeh keeteh mekeh 
ootang?

Piye kite meke-
utang?

7-8 Dollars dohlars Dolars
7-9 I have no money. gah koo eeneen peelak Ga’ ku inin pilak

7-10 I am ___. aku eeneen ___ Aku inin ___

7-11 the aircraft 
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7-14 the copilot    eeyeh saweh peeloto    Amu sawe piloto

7-15 the crew chief    eeyeh nekoora mengeh 
kooroh

   Amu nakura menge 
kuro
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7-16 the flight surgeon    eeyeh doktol see 
eroplaano

   Amu doctol si 
eroplano

7-17 the loadmaster    eeyeh nekoora see 
tegeloowan

   Amu nekura si 
tegeluwan

7-18 the radio operator    eeyeh raadyoo operatol    Amu radyu operatol

7-19 This is the flight 
crew.

eeneen eeyeh ah ah see 
peleyangan

Inin iye a’a si 
peliyangan
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PART 8:  CARGO HANDLING

8-1 We need a forklift. neeseeseeteh keeteh 
pohklip Nisisite kite porklip

8-2 Where do we 
unload?

eeng geh keeteh 
megpedeeyawa?

Engge kite 
megpediyawa’?

8-3 Pallet bebet taran Bebettaran
8-4 Cargo looloowanan Luluwanan

8-5 We need a pallet 
loader.

neeseeseeteh keeteh 
dekaayoo tegeboohat 
bebet taran

Nisisita kite dakayu 
tegebohat bebettaran

8-6
We need workers 
to assist with 
unloading.

neeseeseeteh keeteh teh 
oohan eeyeh meketabang 
see pegpedeeyawa

Nisisita kite teuhan 
iye meketabang si 
pegpediyawa

8-7 We need cargo 
handlers.

neeseeseeteh keeteh 
mengeh tegeboohat 
looloowanan

Nisisita kite menge 
tegebuhat luluwanan
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8-8 Is there a staging 
area for cargo?

neeya beh pebet 
taran loogal eeneen 
looloowanan?

Niya be pebettaran 
lugal inin luluwanan?

8-8 Is there a staging 
area for cargo?

neeya beh pebet 
taran loogal eeneen 
looloowanan?

Niya be pebettaran 
lugal inin luluwanan? 8-8 Is there a staging 

area for cargo?

neeya beh pebet 
taran loogal eeneen 
looloowanan?

Niya be pebettaran 
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8-8 Is there a staging 
area for cargo?

neeya beh pebet 
taran loogal eeneen 
looloowanan?

Niya be pebettaran 
lugal inin luluwanan?



PART 9:  MAINTENANCE

9-1 Do you have ___? neeyah beh keh ew ___? Niya’ be kew ___?
9-2 Oil eensel lan Insellan
9-3 Hydraulic fluid haaydrolek eensel lanan Haidrulik insillanan
9-4 Hydraulic system haaydrolek kapanyapan Haidrulik kapanyapan

9-5
We need local 
airline maintenance 
support.

neeseeseeteh keeteh 
beet too oo sooporta 
tegeh pehap eroplaano

Nisisita kite bittuu 
suporta tegapehap 
eroplano

9-6
Our power 
requirements are 
___.

eeneen korenteh 
neeseeseeteh see kamee 
___

Inin korente nisisita si 
kami ___

9-7 400 cycle    ampat hatoos saaykool    Ampat hatus saikul
9-8 3-phase    tel loo poontook    Tellu puntuk

9-9 alternating current    pependaleeyoo 
korenteh

   Pependaliyu 
korente
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9-10 115 volt    dahatoos sempook 
leemeh boltahee

   Dahatus sempuk 
lime boltahi

9-10 115 volt    dahatoos sempook 
leemeh boltahee

   Dahatus sempuk 
lime boltahi 9-10 115 volt    dahatoos sempook 

leemeh boltahee
   Dahatus sempuk 

lime boltahi

9-10 115 volt    dahatoos sempook 
leemeh boltahee

   Dahatus sempuk 
lime boltahi



PART 10:  FUEL

10-1 Is fuel available? eeneen gas beh sakap 
neh?

Inin gas be sakap 
ne?

10-2
What is the fuel 
composition / 
mixture?

eeneh benet tad / lamood 
see gas eeneen?

Ine benettad / lamud 
si gas inin?

10-3 What is the cost? pee yeh halgah nen? Piye halga’ nen?

10-4 We need ___ kilos. neeseeseeteh keeteh 
meneh ___ keelo

Nisisita kite menge 
___ kilo

10-5 How much do we 
owe you?

peeyeh ootang kamee 
seekah oo?

Piye utang kami si 
ka’u?

10-6 Do you have fuel 
pits?

neeya beh keh ew bet 
taran gas eeneen?

Niya’ be kew bettaran 
gasi’ inin?

10-7
Are firefighters 
available during 
refueling?

eeneen mengeh 
boombero beh sakap 
seeyeh seh loogay meg 
eenah gas?

Inin menge bombero 
be sakap siye silugay 
meg-inna’ gas?
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10-8 How much fuel do 
your trucks hold?

peeyeh ek ka gas tarak 
noo mekeh entan?

Piye ekka’ gas tarak 
nu meke-entan?

10-9 We need refueling. soobey keeteh meg gas Subey kite meggas

10-10 Where will we be 
refueling?

eeng geh keeteh eeneen 
meg gas?

Engge kete inin 
meggas?

10-11 When can we be 
refueled?

soomeeyan keeteh 
eeneen mekeh peg gas?

Sumiyan kete inin 
mekepeggas?

10-8 How much fuel do 
your trucks hold?

peeyeh ek ka gas tarak 
noo mekeh entan?

Piye ekka’ gas tarak 
nu meke-entan?

10-9 We need refueling. soobey keeteh meg gas Subey kite meggas

10-10 Where will we be 
refueling?

eeng geh keeteh eeneen 
meg gas?

Engge kete inin 
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eeneen mekeh peg gas?
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PART 11:  WEATHER

11-1 Weather below 
minimums.

kahapan hoola deyawa 
teh ed

Kahapan hula’ 
deyawa’ teed

11-2 Cloud cover gaboon tam pan Gabun tampan

11-3 Upper edge at ___. deeya tah see beengan 
see ___ Diyata’sibingan si ___

11-4 Lower edge at ___. deeya wa see beengan 
see ___

Diyawa’ sibingan si 
___

11-5 Ceiling ___ meters. deeya tah teh ed ___ 
metro

Diyata’ teed ___ 
metro

11-6 Visibility ___ 
kilometers. pemaayaman ___ batoo Pemayaman ___ 

batu

11-7
Barometric 
pressure ___ 
millibars.

berometreek seegpeet 
___ meel lee bar

Barometrik sigpit ___ 
millibars

11-8 Wind shear hangeen hag get teh ed Hangin hagget teed 
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11-9 Severe conditions gah ee teh ed hap hoola Ga’e teed hap hula’
11-10 Wet runway basa peglendeengan Basa’ peglendingan
11-11 Dry runway tahaay peglendeengan Tahay peglendingan

11-9 Severe conditions gah ee teh ed hap hoola Ga’e teed hap hula’
11-10 Wet runway basa peglendeengan Basa’ peglendingan
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AVAILABLE:
Basic Language Survival Kit contains:
  1. Commands, Warnings & Instructions 12. Fuel & Maintenance 
  2. Helpful Words, Phrases, & Questions  13. Medical / General 
  3. Greetings / Introductions   14. Medical / Body Parts 
  4. Interrogation    15. Military Ranks
  5. Numbers    16. Lodging 
  6. Days of the Week / Time   17. Occupations 
  7. Directions    18. Port of Entry
  8. Locations    19. Relatives 
  9. Descriptions     20. Weather
10. Emergency Terms   21. General Military 
11. Food & Sanitation   22. Mine Warfare

Medical Survival Kit contains:
1. Introduction    9. Surgery Instructions  17. Neurology
2. Guidance  10. Pain Interview   18. Exam Commands
3. Registration  11. Medicine Interview  19. Caregiver
4. Assessment  12. Orthopedic   20. Post-op / Prognosis
5. Surgical Consent 13. Obstetrics / Gynecology  21. Medical Conditions
6. Trauma  14. Pediatrics   22. Pharmaceutical
7. Procedures  15. Cardiology   23. Diseases
8. Foley   16. Ophthalmology
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Civil Affairs Survival Kit contains:
 1.  Introduction      8.  Land Dispute
 2.  Public Safety      9.  Curfew Enforcement
 3.  Public Health    10.  Border Crossing
 4.  Transportation   11.  Village Assessment
 5.  Driver’s Guide   12.  Reparations
 6.  Public Works and Utilities  13.  Veterinary Services
 7.  Public Communications 

Public Affairs Survival Kit contains:
 1.  General Statements     4.  Interviews
 2.  Query (over the phone)     5.  Press Conference 
 3.  Escort      6.  Crisis Communications

Naval Commands Survival Kit contains:
1.  Bridge Commands     8.  Questions and Needs
2.  Range Commands      9.  Prisoner Questions 
3.  Critical Commands                  10.  Greetings and Instructions
4.  Security – VBSS                  11.  Emergency Terms
5.  Shipboard Bridge Terms                 12.  Directions 
6.  Military Ranks                  13.  Numbers 
7.  Logistic                   14.  Days of the Week/Time
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