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New Delhices

CHAPTER 1 Flickr / Francois Decaillet
Pro le

Introduction

Hindi is one of two 0 cial languages of India and is the fourth most widely spoken
language in the world. Approximately 425 million speak Hindiasa rst language and
an additional 120 million speak it as a second language.l? Descended from the ancient
Sanskrit language, Hindi contains in uences from Persian, Turkish, Farsi, Arabic,
Portuguese, and even English. It is closely related to Bengali, Punjabi, and Guijarati,
and is quite similar to Urdu—the two are almost completely mutually intelligible when
spoken.®“ Hindi is primarily spoken in most parts of the Gangetic Plain, as well as in
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north central India. Hindi is the predominant language in the union territory of Delhi
and the states of Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh.®

India is the world's largest democracy, and is enduring despite striking polarizations
in religion, language, class, and caste.® "8 Geographically, the nation contains a variety
of terrains and climates.® 1 With a population of over 1 billion, India is a linguistic
mosaic in which even less common languages are spoken by hundreds of thousands
of people.!**2 Economically, India has recently rede ned itself as a center for high-
tech operations and outsourcing, and is poised to become one of the world’s largest
economies over the next few decades.*®

Geography

India is part of the larger Indian Subcontinent, which makes up most of South Asia. e
country is about one-third the size of the United States. It is surrounded by Pakistan to
the northwest; Nepal, Bhutan, and China to the northeast; and Bangladesh and Burma
(Myanmar) to the east. India’s topography ranges from the highest mountain chain in
the world to sandy beaches and tropical rainforests.'

Area

India is the seventh-largest country in the world in area. Indias total land mass is
3,287,263 sq km (1,282,033 sq mi), including two o shore island chains. Its 7,000 km
(4,340 mi) of coastline adjoin three bodies of water: the Arabian Sea o its western
coast, the Indian Ocean to its south, and the Bay of Bengal on its eastern side.!> 1

India is divided into seven
main geographic regions."
From north to south, they

are the Northern Mountains,
the Great Plains, the Central
Highlands, the Peninsular
Plateau (also called the Deccan
Plateau), the East Coast, the
West Coast, and the o shore
islands. e o shore islands
are in the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal. Some consider
the Great Indian Desert (also
known as the  ar Desert)
and the Rann of Kutch area in
western India to be an eighth

Farmland in the Deccan Plateau
Flickr / Anannya Deb
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region.®® e Northern Mountains, the Great Plains, the Central Highlands, and the
ar Desert are home to the majority of Hindi speakers in the country.*

Geographic Divisions
e Indian mainland comprises three main regions: the great Himalayan mountain

range; the plains of the Ganga and Indus rivers, including the western desert region; and
the southern Peninsula. Hindi speakers occupy much of the  rst two regions.?® Hindi

Himalayan mountain range
Flickr / Sam Hawley

is spoken mainly in the northern part of the country, which encompasses most of the
Himalayan and Plains geographic areas.?

Himalayas

Around 50 million years ago, the Indian Plate moved northward and collided with the
Eurasian Plate. e leading edge of the Indian Plate moved under the Eurasian Plate,
elevating an area on the Eurasian Plate referred to as the “Tibetan Plateau.” On the
Indian Plate, the crust compressed, buckled, and folded to create a wall of mountains
known as the Himalayas.?? e two plates continue to merge, with the Himalayas rising
about 5 mm (0.2 in) each year.?>2* Some of the highest peaks in the world are found in
the Himalayas and adjoining ranges.?

e vegetation in the Himalayas varies from tropical rainforests in the east to
subtropical and alpine forests in the central and western Himalayas. In Jammu and
Kashmir, between the Greater Himalayas and the Karakoram Range to their north, lies
Ladakh, which is a cold, desert-like region with limited vegetation.? 2

e Western Desert Region

Called the Great Indian Desert, the northwestern part of India is de ned largely by the
ar Desert, an area of 200,000 sq km (78,000 sq mi). Partly located in Pakistan, the
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Millet farmers in the
Deccan Plateau
Flickr / ICRISAT

Camels in the Great Indian Desert
Flickr / saicachorro
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ar is bordered by the Indus plain on the west, the Aravalli Range on the southeast, the
Punjab plain to the north and northeast, and the Arabian Sea and the Rann of Kutch on
the south.. %

Indo-Gangetic Plain

South of the Himalayas lies the Gangetic Plain, a belt of at, alluvial lowlands. It ranges
from 280 to 400 km (175 to 250 mi) wide. is region is one of the world’s greatest at
plains. e Plain lies on a former seabed that is now covered by alluvial soil (brought
by the Ganga and Brahmaputra rivers) that is 1,830 m (6,000 ) deep in some places.*
It is wet in the east, and becomes progressively drier toward the west until reaching the
aridness of the  ar Desert, at the Plain’s southwestern end.™

e Indian Peninsula and Deccan Plateau

e Deccan Plateau forms the southern part of the Indian Peninsula. e word “Deccan”
comes from a Sanskrit word daksina, meaning “south” e Plateau traditionally has
been de ned as the area south
of the Vindhya and Satpura
ranges, which parallel the
Narmada River to the north
and south, respectively. e
Deccan is anked by two
coastal ranges, the Eastern and
Western Ghats. e average
height of the Eastern Ghats is
about 600 m (1,968 ), while
the Western Ghats typically
topo at 1,000 m (3,280 ),
although some peaks rise above
2,000 m (6,560 )_32, 33,34,35,36
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Climate

Two of the greatest in uences on Indias climate are the Himalayas that block cold air
coming from Central Asia, and the Indian Ocean.®” Temperatures and climate vary with
altitude in the Himalayas. At 2,000 m (6,560 ), the summer temperatures average about
18°C (64°F), but near 4,500 meters (14,760 feet) the temperature rarely rises above

0°C (32°F).®® ere are record below-freezing temperatures during the Himalayan
winters. In the arid  ar Desert, temperatures range from near freezing in the winter to
over 50°C (122°F) in the summer. Along the eastern and western coasts, the climate is
tropical, damp, and rainy.% 44

e Indian Meteorological Department divides the year into four distinct seasons.
Winter is dry and cool from December through February; summer is dry and hot from
March through May. e other two seasons are the southwest monsoon season (June
through September) and the dry northeast monsoons (October and November).*2

e Monsoon

Life in India revolves around the annual monsoon season because of its impact on the
land and people. e southwest monsoon usually arrives by sea from the west of India,
in early June, and then moves
toward the northwest. An
eastern branch of the monsoon
moves northward from the Bay
of Bengal, bringing sometimes
torrential rains and ooding to
the low-lying areas of eastern
India and Bangladesh. s
eastern monsoon is blocked by
the Himalayas, so it ultimately
turns toward the west and
northwest.*®

e northeast monsoon is
far slower than its spring Cloudy sky before a monsoon
predecessor. It usually moves ~ Flickr/ Bobinson K'B
across northwest India in early
October and recedes by the end of November. Most of the country only receives low to
moderate rainfall during this period, except for coastal areas along the southern tip of
the Indian peninsula.*

India receives about 80% of its precipitation during the monsoon period. Average
annual rainfall is about 121.5 cm (48 in), but that may range from less than

10 cm (4 in) in the western  ar Desert region to more than 250 cm (99 in) in
the northeastern part of the country.* 4647
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Rivers

ere are three major river basins in India. ey are the Ganga, 2,510 km (1,556 mi)
long; the Indus, 3,180 km (1,971 mi) long; and the Brahmaputra, 2,950 km (1,829 mi)
long. Some of the world’s largest stretches of at alluvial soils have been produced in
the drainage basins of these rivers. Furthermore, these rivers ow through some of the
most densely populated areas on earth.*® All of India’s rivers—with the exception of
Brahmaputra—are named for Hindu goddesses.*

e rivers of India can be classi ed by their origin: Himalayan, peninsular, coastal, and
inland. Typically, the Himalayan rivers are snow-fed and run year-round. Peninsular
rivers depend on the monsoons. Coastal rivers tend to be short with small basins. e
inland drainage rivers of the Rajasthan Desert area are few, short-lived, and mostly
disappear into sand.*®5! Only two major rivers ow from the east to the Arabian Sea in
the west: the Narmada and the Tapti.*

Indus River Basin

Socially, historically, and economically, the Indo-Gangetic Basin is the most important
river basin in India. e Indus River Basin was the cradle of South Asias great Indus
Valley Civilization. Beginning at an altitude of 4,877 m (16,000 ), the river ows
northwesterly through the Himalayas into the Ladakh Range of the Northern Areas

of Kashmir before dropping south into Punjab in
Pakistan. When the Indus reaches the plains below the
Himalayas, it is joined by the ve famous tributaries—
the Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej—that give
Punjab its name (* ve waters”). e Indus nally empties
into the Arabian Sea southeast of Karachi in Pakistan.> 4%

Indus River
Flickr / Prabhu B Doss

Ganga (Ganges) River Basin

- 1

e Ganga River Basin is India’s largest river basin, bounded by the
Himalayas in the north and the Vindhya Range to the south. e basin
has two main headwaters on the Indian side of the Himalayas. ey are
the Bhagirathi River, originating from the Gangotri Glacier at Goumukh
(“cow's mouth™), and the Alaknanda River, rising from near the Alkapuri
gIaCier.SG’ 57,58

Morning prayer in the Ganga River
Flickr / Tine Steiss
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e Ganga watershed supports more than 500 million people living along its banks.
Many Indians believe the legendary source of the Ganga River in Gangotri is “holy”
water. Lore has it that King Bhagirath was penitent for the sins of his predecessors.

In response to his penance, the goddess Ganga came to earth in the form of water to
absolve the sins. Pilgrimages are made during the non-winter months to a temple near
Gangotri in honor of this legend.> %

Yamuna River

e Yamuna rises from Yamunotri
Glacier in the Tehri Garhwal District
of the Himalayas. It ows for about
1,380 km (856 mi) almost parallel
to the Ganga until they meet at
Allahabad. e area along the Yamuna
River has been considered one of the
most fertile areas in the subcontinent,
although the river is one of Indias : -
most polluted. India’s capital, New Yamuna River during Magh Mela Festival
Delhi, lies on the Yamuna River.s-62e  Flickr/ Adam Jones

Brahmaputra River

e Brahmaputra River rises in the
northern Himalayas in western Tibet
and ows eastward for nearly 1,700
km (1,054 mi) before turning south
near the Indian border. Its elevation
then drops rapidly and it ows
southwestward. In western Assam
State, the Brahmaputra again turns
toward the south and ows
into Bangladesh. It is one of the
longest rivers of the world at
2,900 km (1,800 mi). e
Brahmaputra has the greatest volume of water of all Indian rivers as a result of the heavy
monsoon rainfall owing into it.* It carries a heavy load of silt and, together with the
Ganga River, forms one of the largest river deltas in the world.®® A unique feature of this
river is that most of it is navigable, even at elevations of 3,048 m (10,000 ).t567.68

Brahmaputra River
Flickr / Rita Willaert
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Godavari River

e Godavari River begins northeast of Mumbai and follows a southeasterly course for
about 1,450 km (900 mi) before owing into the Bay of Bengal o the coast of Andhra
Pradesh. e delta area of the Godavari, which connects to the Krishna River via an
irrigation-canal system, is one of the country’s main rice-growing areas.*

Mahanadi River

e Mahanadi River, which irrigates crops of sugar cane, rice, and oilseed, is 900 km
(560 mi) long and originates in Chhattisgarh State. From there it runs north, and then
east through the Eastern Ghats before entering the Bay of Bengal near Cuttack.™ 727

Major Cities
Delhi/New Delhi

e metropolis of Delhi, also
referred to as the National
Capitol Territory (NCT) of
Delhi, actually comprises
multiple urban areas. e
capital and seat of India’s
government, New Delhi, is just
one of the urban areas within
the NCT. Delhi is one of the Marketplace in Delhi
world’s oldest inhabited cities: ~ Flickr / Ville Miettinen
archaeological evidence dates
to 300 B.C.E. e geographic position of Delhi in northern India has long allowed it to
command India’s major trade routes.’ ™

Mumbai (Bombay)

Since India’s independence
from Britain in 1947, a
number of cities have changed
their names from the British
anglicized forms. Foremost
among these is Bombay, which
in 1995 became Mumbai,
named for the goddess
Mumba. Mumbai is the capital
of the state of Mararashtra,
and is built on a set of seven

Laundry service, Mumbai
Flickr / Dennis Jarvis
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Bust of

Alexander the Great
Wikimedia /
Andrew Dunn
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islands. Just over 11% of its population speaks Hindi.” It is the country’s business
capital, its principal nancial and communications center, and its largest and busiest
port, managing nearly 40% of India’s maritime commerce. Mumbai is also the home of
“Bollywood” (Indias Hollywood counterpart), where over 1,000 Ims are produced each
year, most of them in Hindi.”" 7

Benares (Varanasi)

Barnares is considered the most
sacred city in India. It sits on the
banks of the Ganga River in the
state of Uttar Pradesh and is more
than 3,000 years old. It is thought to
be the oldest continuously inhabited
city in the world. With temples
located every few steps, Benares is
known as the city of temples. e
most famous pilgrimage site in the
city is the Ganga (Ganges) River,
where people gather to wash away
their sins.” 881

Street scene in Benares at night
Flickr / Hendrik Terbeck

History

India’s ancient and complex history dates at least 5,000 years to the emergence of the
Indus Valley Civilization.  rough the centuries, people invaded or migrated to India,
and began contributing to what has now emerged as a diverse culture.

Early History

Two theories have emerged to account for the rise of the Indus River Civilization
around 1500 B.C.E. Some argue that Aryan tribes from the northwest invaded the
Indus River Valley, merging with the earlier inhabitants and initiating the formation

of what is considered today as the classical Indian (Vedic) culture. Other, more recent,
re-interpretations from India have reversed the Aryan invasion theory, arguing

that indigenous Aryans in the Indus River Valley spread their culture northward

and westward into adjoining regions (the so-called “Out of India theory”).#?  ese
arguments re ect how modern Indians view their collective cultural identity. Dissenters
note that the Aryan invasion theory has been used to assert that the pre-Aryan Indus
River dwellers were driven southward by the invasion, thus dividing the subcontinent into
northern Aryan and southern Dravidian cultures.  is north-south cultural divide is still
felt today.  ose opposing the invasion theory propose instead that the Indus River people
migrated south because of the drying up of a massive prehistoric river, the Saraswati.8 84 8.8
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Entrance to Fatepuhr
Sikri complex
Wikimedia /

Marcin Biatek

Vasco da Gama
Wikimedia /
Daniel Villafruela

Brief invasions by the Persians, and later the Greeks (led by Alexander the Great),
between the sixth and fourth centuries B.C.E. primarily a ected the Indus River Valley
and Punjab. Toward the end of this period, the Magadha king Chandragupta Maurya
began to extend his kingdom to adjoining regions. By the time his grandson Ashoka the
Great came to rule (around 270 B.C.E.), the Mauryan Empire extended across all but
the southernmost end of the Indian subcontinent. It is considered one of the greatest
empires in Indian history.®’

Medieval History

A er the breakup of the Mauryan Empire, several centuries passed in which much of

India was ruled by local kingdoms that struggled against one another for dominance.

During the fourth century C.E., most of northern India was

reunited into the Gupta Empire.  is period is sometimes called

the Golden Age, a time when Hindu culture, science, and arts
ourished.88 8.0

In 711, Arab military forces conquered the Indian province of
Sindh (now in modern Pakistan) and established an Indo-Muslim
state. By the end of the 10th century, Central Asian Turkish
tribes, who were recent converts to Islam, started moving into
northwest India. By the early 13th century, a Turkish kingdom
was established in Delhi, but internal con icts and political
assassinations plagued the Sultanate and reduced the extent

of its reach.®* On the heels of this tumultuous period came the
Mughal Empire, founded in 1526. is kingdom was later built upon and consolidated,
in part by reconciling with and assimilating the large Hindu population. As part of
thise ort, a code of moral ethics, called Din-i-1lahi (Divine Faith), was promoted. is
code endorsed acceptance of all religions and sects. Even the architecture of this period

re ects a blending of Hindu and Muslim features, most notably in the Mughal royal city of
Fatepuhr Sikri near Agra, which today is a World Heritage Site.%% %949

Colonial History

In 1498, Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama landed on the western coast of India;

12 years later, the Portuguese defeated the local sultan’s forces and seized control of the
port of Goa.*® e Portuguese eventually established a chain of outposts along Indias
western coast, but by the early 18th century, only Goa and the smaller towns of Diu and
Daman (coastal enclaves in modern Guijarat state) remained of the Portuguese colonial
territories.”

e British and the Dutch chartered private trading companies to break Portuguese
control of trade. e British East India Company was formally founded in 1600,
followed by the Dutch United East India Company in 1602.% Local Indian rulers,
most of whom were Muslim, authorized the Dutch and English to trade in their ports,
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Wikimedia / William Simpson, E Walker

hopeful of pitting the new companies against the anti-Islamic Portuguese.® e British
defeated the Portuguese in 1612, breaking its trading monopoly. e French, Danish,
and Austrians all subsequently established themselves in India. In 1751, a small force of
British soldiers led military actions against the French, which resulted in a local power
shi to Indian rulers, who were beholden to British East India Company interests.

By 1763, France’s colonial possessions in India were reduced to Pondicherry

(south of Madras) and a few smaller outposts.'®

British India (1757-1857)

From 1757 until 1857, the British East India Company expanded aggressively. e
attitude of the British toward Indian culture changed from admiration and appreciation
to a feeling of superiority and a “mission to civilize”

is manifested in India through missionary e orts in
publishing, schools, orphanages, vocational institutions,
dispensaries, and hospitals.0% 102

In 1856, during the Sepoy Rebellion, some Indian
soldiers of the British Indian Army mutinied in the
Meerut garrison, northeast of Delhi. e rebels quickly
0 ered their services to the Mughal emperor in Delhi.
e Sepoys began a yearlong war against the British that
engulfed all of northern India.®® e British eventually
sti ed the insurrection and drove the rebels into Nepal,
but it was a major turn in the British occupation
of India. In 1858, the British banished the Mughal
Emperor, liquidated the British East India Company,
and adopted direct rule by the British government.104 1

Depiction of the Sepoy Rebellion
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Road to Independence

In 1885, an Indian National Congress (INC) met to
consider Indias role in civil rights and government. By
1900, the INC had become a truly all-Indian political
organization, with one exception: few Muslims belonged
to it. In 1906, the All-India Muslim League was founded
as a counterbalance to the INC.1%

A er World War |, the Government of India Act of
1919 allowed power sharing between appointed British
0 cials and elected Indians. Yet at the same time, the

Mohandas Gandhi
Flickr / Alle

Hindi Cultural Orientation Pro le 11



British approved the Rowlatt Acts, which empowered the government to silence the
press, detain political activists without trial, and make arrests without warrants.’” e
passage of the Acts led to a nationwide work stoppage called by Mohandas Gandhi.'%

Gandhi chose a path of nonviolent civil disobedience to challenge British authority.

Under his leadership, the Indian National Congress passed a new constitution with the

goal of self-rule, or swaraj. He urged the country to boycott all British institutions, laws,

and products; to refuse to pay taxes; and to discard British titles and honors—forcing

the British to inexorably move forward on further reform legislation, and leading to the
rst provincial elections in India in 1937,109.110. 111

Independence

As India inched toward self-rule in the 1930s, the divide between the Muslim League
and the INC widened.'2112 On 15 August 15 1947, the British granted independence
and established the separate nations of India and Pakistan. Rioting, rapes, and massacres
took place a er the partition as Muslims in India were forced to the Pakistan side of the
border and Hindus in Pakistani regions were forced in the opposite direction. Over 10
million people relocated, and some estimate that at least 1 million people died.!** %°

e partition of greater India also led to a con ict that remains unresolved: the fate of
the Kashmir region. Because Kashmir was a pre-Independence princely state, the terms
of the India-Pakistan partition stated that the king of the predominantly Muslim region
should choose which country the kingdom would join. e king signed the Instrument
of Accession in October 1947 ceding the kingdom to India. But Pakistan claimed that
the Maharaja signed under pressure from India and against the terms of a Pakistan-
Kashmir Standstill Agreement. Several wars later, Pakistan and India still claim Kashmir
as their own. e “line of control,” a mostly unchanged remnant of the rst Indo-
Pakistani war, today separates the Pakistani-controlled areas of Kashmir from India-
controlled areas. It has become the de facto boundary between the two countries in this
volatile region. Con icts in this region continue to this day.!16-117. 118,119,120

Recent Events

More than 60 years a er independence, India remains the world’s most populous
democracy. Perhaps no other country contains such a montage of languages and
religions—a situation that also leads to sporadic violence and secessionist movements.
Numerous new states have been carved from existing Indian states since independence,
mostly to better align political boundaries with linguistic regions.**

With its huge population and strategic location, India has become a key player in the
region. Relations with Pakistan remain a critical concern. Since 2004, the two countries
have been involved in peace negotiations. But since the terrorist attacks in Mumbai in
2008, the talks have stalled.'?> 1212 Tensions with Pakistan over Kashmir border issues
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Trash in streets of Brahmaputra

Flickr / Rita Willaert

simmer.'?1% |n 2011, India was named the world’s largest
arms importer, further heightening concerns among its
neighbors.*?

Indias rising population and growing economic power
have placed it in a key position in the world. Still plagued
by high illiteracy rates, tensions on its borders, extensive
poverty, and environmental concerns, India is center stage.
In 2011, the country gained a nonpermanent seat on the
UN Security Council for the 2011 and 2012 term. Tensions
continue between Pakistan and India over their dispute of
Kashmir; each side has postured aggressively, and people

Pranab Mukherjee,
President of India
Flickr / U.S. Department
of the Treasury

DLIFLC

fear a confrontation between the two nuclear powers.!2 129

Government

Although India is the world’s largest democracy, its brand of governance is distinct from
that of Western democracies. Because of the signi cant divisions within the country,
the central government has never been given a great deal of authority. As a result, the
balance of power lies more in the hands of the states.  ough the country o en has
political protests, they are rarely against the government. Instead, they are against the
existing social order, or they are religious movements. e Indian government is simply
seen as irrelevant to the lives of most Indians and as unresponsive to social change.**

Administrative Divisions

India is divided into 29 states comprised of 583 districts; 7 union territories; and a
national capital territory. Districts within each state are subdivided into talugs or tehsils,
each containing from 200 to 600 villages.t3!- 1%

Executive

e Presidency is de ned in theory to be a powerful position, granting the capability
to appoint the Prime Minister, cabinet members, governors, Supreme Court and high
court justices, and ambassadors. Yet in practice the position is mostly symbolic, and
true power resides with the Prime Minister, who is elected by the party that controls the
Legislature (directly or in a coalition).!®

Legislative

e Legislature is bicameral: the upper house is the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and
the lower house is the House of the People (Lok Sabha). e Rajya Sabha comprises
up to 250 directly elected members, and 12 members that the president appoints for a
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6-year term. e Lok Sabha has 545 members chosen by direct election (except for 2
appointed by the President) for terms of 5 years. e Rajya Sabha is in continuous
session, and not subject to dissolution like the Lok Sabha.3* 1%

Judicial

e Indian Supreme Court holds 25 associate justices and 1 chief justice, all appointed
by the President. e Supreme Court’s responsibilities are quite similar to those of the
U.S. Supreme Court. Perhaps the most unusual aspect of the Indian judiciary is that
all courts—civil, criminal, state and local, appellate—are integrated into a single
judicial system.®

Politics

With nearly 714 million voters and 800,000 polling stations, Indian elections are a
mammoth enterprise and take place in several phases over a 3-week span.t"- 13 |ndia’s
most recent national elections were held in early 2014. e newly elected Prime Minister
is Narendra Modi. Prime Minister Modi is a Hindu Nationalist who, since taking his

Narendra Modi, position in May 2014, has sought to improve diplomatic relations with Pakistan. 14
Prime Minister of India
Flickr / Narendra Modi

Economy

India’s economy is diverse, encompassing agriculture, a range of modern industries, and
an increasing number of lucrative service-sector positions. e latter provide over half
of Indias GDP, though they employ only one-third of
its labor force.*

Since 1994, the economy has averaged 7% growth
annually (8.3% in 2010).*? Business process
outsourcing, such as call centers, medical transcription
services, and data entry, has boomed as multinational
companies take advantage of India’s large number

of well-educated citizens with good English skills.*3
So ware services have also been a growth area.

Call center
Flickr / ILO/Benoit Marquet

Agriculture

Roughly 1,700,000 sq km (663,000 sq mi) or about 52% of Indias land is farmed.*# 14
Agriculture employs about 49% of Indias population but only contributes about 18%
of GDP.16
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From the late 1960s to late
1970s, India’s agricultural
output increased dramatically.
is so-called “Green
Revolution” was highlighted
by a transition to high-yield
varieties of key crops such as
rice and wheat (particularly
in the states of Punjab and
Haryana) and an expansion of  Rice paddies
irrigation capacity, allowing Flickr / Ramon Casha
more acreage to be farmed and
existing farmland to be double-cropped. During this period, India became for the rst
time a net exporter of food grains.147 14

Other Crops

Many kinds of fruits are grown for local consumption and for export, as are more than
40 kinds of vegetables, and spices such as black pepper, cardamom, ginger, and turmeric.
Plantation crops include tea, co ee, rubber, coconut, cashews, and cocoa. Flowers, both
cut and potted, have recently become important, as have medicinal and aromatic plants,
although total acreage remains relatively small.4% 10

Industry
Services

Service industries in India include transportation, trade, computer support, banking,
insurance, real estate, public administration, hotels and restaurants, and several other
areas.’® Retail and wholesale trade are viewed as the most important services. Overall, it
is estimated that nearly 56.9% of India’s GDP (2013) is generated by the service sector.'*
In Delhi, about 70% of the state’s domestic product is accounted for by the service
industry.®

One of the most important success stories in
India has been its emergence as a supplier of
so ware and information technology-related
services for the U.S. and other markets.
India is ranked 12th as a destination for
biotechnology industries worldwide and is
3rd in size in the Asia-Paci c region.™

Computers running Ubuntu Linux
Flickr / Niyam Bhushan
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Manufacturing

e manufacturing sector makes up 25.8% of India’s GDP.**® In 2010, India was among
the top 10 manufacturing countries in the world. In Delhi, nearly one-quarter of
the state domestic product was
contributed by manufacturing.
Some of India’s most important
manufactured products include
textiles, transport equipment,
chemical products, basic metals,
motor vehicles, machinery and
equipment, and leather products.'*

Paper manufacturing
Flickr / Dave Morris

Fertilizer and Petrochemicals

e fertilizer industry is another major industrial sector, and one that developed as an
outgrowth of the Green Revolution. ere are currently 57 large-scale fertilizer facilities
in the country.157 158,15

e chemical industry in India is a large segment of the manufacturing economy.
According to a 2007 report, the chemical industry contributed 3% of the country’s GDP
and generated nearly USD 31 billion. It has become one of the fastest growing sectors of
the Indian economy, €. 161

Trade

India continues to have a signi cant trade imbalance, largely because of oil imports.
Economic reforms since 1990 have lowered some barriers to foreign trade, but not all.
Indian exports have increased signi cantly during this period. Gems and jewelry are
the largest export group by value, followed by textile goods, engineering products, basic
chemicals (including pharmaceuticals and cosmetics), and leather goods. e major
imported goods are coal and 0il.*%?

Media

India has more news media than any other country in the world.*®® Although Indias
constitution does not explicitly ensure freedom of the press, it does state, “all citizens
have the right to freedom of speech and expression.”'% Cases of press censorship or
intimidation have occurred, particularly during times of heightened tensions with
Pakistan or in areas of the country where secessionist or resistance movements are
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ongoing.’® However, India is still considered a model of press freedom in South Asia,
even though 2014 saw an increase in censorship from a wide array of government and
social arenas.ee 167,168

Newspapers

Newspapers reach millions of
people daily in India. India has
hundreds of newspapers published
in all the major languages of the
country, and for some years, these
publications experienced dramatic
levels of growth.1®1° However,
readership in recent years has been
dEC|ining.171’ 172,173

Newspaper
Flickr /  omas Guignard

Broadcast Media

Starting with just one state-run television channel in 1991, India has grown to a country
with hundreds of channels. Between 2005 and 2010, more than 444 channels emerged,
and India now has more than 700 channels. Satellite
initiatives, such as direct-to-home (DTH) service
with internet capability, have also begun to make
signi cant inroads in India’s broadcast marketplace.
DTH is especially popular in rural regions, where
the vast majority of India’s citizens live and where
cable is generally not available 17475 176.177

Television content is regulated by several laws
covering appropriate content.  ese codes may
prohibit any content considered likely to promote
ill will or hatred, or create disharmony among the
religious, racial, or linguistic groups in the country.
Program content may also be restricted

if it is perceived to violate common decency or
good taste. An independent board has been
created to monitor TV content.78 179,18

Video cameras
Flickr / Rethinking Religion in India
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Internet

India has the third-largest
internet market in the world
with approximately 100 million
users and is poised to attain
the rank of second-largest

as internet users increase.'8"
182,183 India also ranks third

in the world in internet
censorship. e government
has made numerous requests
for speci c sites to be removed.
It also ranks fourth-highest

in the world for data removal
requests.’®

Students on the Internet
Flickr / GPE/Deepa Srikantaiah

Ethnic Groups

e complexity of Indias multiethnic communities makes it di  cult to identify ethnic
groups as they might be observed in other countries. e typical markers used to
identify most ethnicities—language, territory,
culture, religion, tribe, race, and perhaps
caste—have been so thoroughly integrated
that it is almost impossible to discern one
ethnicity from another.  us, for most ethnic
maps, one or more of these markers is used
to make distinctions between various groups.
Politically, language has traditionally been the
most important identi er of di erent groups of
Indians. Many of the modern Indian political
states have boundaries that coincide with
linguistic boundaries.*®

Students in India
Flickr / Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security

Languages

ere are two dominant linguistic families in India: the Indo-Aryan and the Dravidian.
Hindi, an Indo-Aryan language, is one of two “o0 cial languages of the Union” (English
is the other) and is spoken by approximately 600 million people. But it is not the
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“national” language as is sometimes claimed. Resistance from various parts of the
country, particularly Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, virtually assures that it will never
achieve that status.'®® 18718 Urdu, the o cial language of Pakistan, is similar to Hindi
and is widely spoken throughout northern India, particularly by Muslims.#

In the northern states, where Hindi is the predominant language, around 80% of
the residents speak Hindi. In some states, such as Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan, that
increases to 90% or more. On the other hand, in the states of Jharkhand and Bihar,
Hindi speakers make up 58% and 73% of the population, respectively.!*®

A much smaller group of Indians speak languages belonging to the Tibeto-Burman
linguistic families. Speakers of these languages are primarily located along the
Himalayan fringe and in easternmost India, in the region to the east and north of
Bangladesh.®* A fourth linguistic group, Austro-Asiatic, is dominant in tribal regions
west and north of Bangladesh.1%
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Overview
Chapter 1 Assessment

1. Hindi is the national language of India.
FALSE

Hindi is one of two o cial languages of India. It is spoken primarily in
the northern parts of the country.

N

Slightly over half of Indias land is farmed.
TRUE

About 52% of India’s land is currently being farmed. Agriculture employs
slightly more than half of the population.

w

Indian media is tightly controlled by the government.
FALSE
Indian media is a model of freedom in South Asia. Press censorship or

intimidation has occurred during times of heightened tensions with
Pakistan, or where secessionist or resistance movements are ongoing.

&>

New Delhi is an important urban center.
TRUE

e capital and seat of India’s government, New Delhi, is just one of the
urban areas within the National Capital Territory.

5. ePresidency is the most powerful position in the government.
FALSE

Although the presidency is de ned to be a powerful position, in practice
more power resides with the Prime Minister.
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CHAPTER 2

Religion
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Jama Masjid Mosque, Delhi
Flickr / Travis Wise

Overview

India has 0 en been referred to as a cradle of religions because two of the world’s
major religions—Hinduism and Buddhism—trace their roots to the region.* Two other
signi cant religions, Sikhism and Jainism, are indigenous to India.?* Besides these four
religions, a multitude of animist religions are practiced in the tribal areas of eastern
India.*® e two major non-indigenous religions in India are Islam and Christianity.®’

Nearly 926 million Indians, or 80.5%, are Hindus. e largest minority religion, Islam, is
practiced by only 13.4% of the population. However, this percentage equals 177 million
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people, making Indias Muslim population the world’s third-largest behind Indonesia
and Pakistan. e Muslim population in the country is expected to increase to nearly
16% by 2030.8:9.10

Hinduism

e sources of what today is called “Hinduism” can be traced to approximately 1500
B.C.E* e earliest Vedic text, the Rigveda, was written during this time, and its hymns
describe the religious practices,
culture, and philosophy of
the early Vedic civilization
(thought to have been centered
in modern Punjab). e
central beliefs and practices
of modern Hinduism can be
traced to this and the other
early Vedic texts.'?

Today, Hinduism is the
dominant religion of India
and Nepal. Hindus believe in
the reincarnation (samsara) of
the soul (atman), and that the ~ Hindu Monks in Veraval, Gujarat

quality of a person’s next life Flickr / Amit Rawat

is determined by their actions

in previous ones (karma). e caste system, in which one is born into a particular social
level, is tied to this concept. To improve their position, Hindus must remain spiritually
devout and follow the social and moral guidelines according to their station in life
(dharma).®** One can overcome the cycle of rebirth only through the eradication of
desire and ignorance. s liberation is achieved through monastic or devotional paths
and is referred to as moksha. In some conceptions, moksha is a union or reunion with
Brahman, the eternal and in nite force from which everything derives.t>

Islam

Islam spread throughout South Asia beginning in the early eighth century and became
the largest minority religion in India.*" 8% Islam has two main branches, Sunni and
Shi'ite, which fractured over the succession of authority a er Muhammad’s death.? e
majority of Muslims in India are Sunnis.?! At various times over the last millennium,
much of the Indian subcontinent has been part of Muslim sultanates and kingdoms.?
Some of Indias most famous architectural wonders, such as the Taj Mahal and the Red
Fort in Delhi, arose in these periods.?
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At the time of
independence and
partition, many Indian
Muslims migrated to
the western and eastern
portions of the new ~

country of Pakistan (now hr”-j-wami
Pakistan and Bangladesh). E.etp
Some did so by choice, but
others were forced.? Today,
the highest percentages

of Muslims in Indiaarein ~ Pigeons in front of a mosque

the states of Jammu and Flickr / Chris Goldberg

Kashmir, West Bengal,

Bihar, Marashtra, Assam, and Kerala.?® However, they also make up 25% or more of the
population in several large northern and central cities.?

Sikhism

Sikhism was founded in the early 16th century by a Punjabi, Guru Nanak. He was followed
by a line of nine gurus, whose teachings were compiled in a book (Guru Granth Sahib)
that is today considered the descendant of the gurus

and the living word of God.?®2° Within India today,
Sikhism has nearly 23 million adherents, who represent
1.9% of India’s population.*® In 2004 Manmohan

Singh became the rst Sikh to become Indias prime
minister.3!  ough Sikhs make up such a small portion
of the population, they frequently make up a signi cant
percentage of the Indian armed forces, and once
composed as much as one-third of the Indian army.®>33

Over 96% of Indian Sikhs live in either Punjab,
the only state in India where Sikhism is a majority
religion (approximately 64%), or the northern states
_ and territories nearest Punjab (Rajasthan, Haryana,
. SN chandigarh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttaranchal, Delhi,
Flickr / nevil zaveri .
Uttar Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir).3

Other

ere are several other religions practiced by Indians. About 2.5% of the population are
Christian, about 0.7% are Buddhist, and 0.5% follows Jainism.  ere are small numbers
of Zoroastrians and Jews in the country.3 %37
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Role of Religion in Government

e framers of the Indian constitution understood the dangers of the underlying
cultural ri s in Indian society, and so established a set of fundamental rights within the
Indian Constitution.® Freedom of religion is a key element of these rights and is de ned
by Articles 25-28 of the Constitution.® In 1976 the words “secular” and “socialist” were
inserted into the Constitution’s preamble to describe India’s form of government.* 4

“Secularism” within India is not so much about separation between religion and state
but rather ensures the government respects and protects the beliefs and theological
underpinnings of all religions.*> 4 Many Indian laws were enacted to assure that no
religious group or subgroup is allowed to have unfair political, economic, or legal
advantages over other religious groups.  us, while India is a secular
state, it does recognize the legal traditions and practices for family
and personal law within its various religious communities.* For
example, Muslim personal and family law is administered through
the regular courts according to Hana  gh (a school of religious law
within Sunni Islam).*

Nonetheless, the continuance of such governmental accommodation
to religious legal practices is controversial. e Indian Constitution,
and subsequent legislation, have also been used as instruments

of religious reform, particularly for Hinduism. For example, the
Constitution bans the practice of “untouchability.” For another, the
Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 (applying also to Buddhists, Sikhs, and
Jains) legally reformed the Hindu practices of child marriage and
polygamy and laid out a legal basis for divorce.* 4748

Bride and groom
Flickr / Michat Huniewicz

In uence of Religion on Daily Life

India is a hierarchical society in which all forms of social interaction are
in uenced by underlying social strati cation and rankings. e caste
system is the best-known example of this phenomenon. Although the
caste system is associated with Hinduism, variations of caste relations
can be seen within minority Indian religious communities such as Islam
and Christianity.** Even though the caste system has been banned by
legislation, it still permeates much of Indian life, particularly in rural
areas.>t %
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Prayer and performing religious rituals are important parts of the daily
life of most religious Indians. Hindu daily worship (puja) iso en done in
the morning a er bathing but prior to eating or drinking anything.53 545556

Daily prayer
Flickr / Scott D. Haddow
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It is usually performed in home shrines. Muslims have ve obligatory daily prayers as
well as a congregational prayer on Fridays.* Sikhs recite prayers three

times a day: in the morning (Japji Sahib), the evening (Rehiras Sahib), and before bed
(Kirtan Sohila).® 5.0

In uence of Religion on the Interactions Between
Males and Females

e two largest religions in India (Hinduism and Islam) have been criticized for
practices that are viewed by many as being unfair to women. Examples include the ban
on remarriage in higher Hindu castes, child marriages, polygamy, inheritance laws,
the Muslim practice of “triple talaq” (instant divorce), dowry practices, and many
more.%62.63.64 Qver the years, India has slowly legislated against some of these, although
enacting such reformis di cult because it o en con icts with the principle of allowing
personal and family law for religious groups.®  ese issues are smoldering, and women
in both religions are pressing for change.® ¢

Religious Events and Holidays

A large number of Hindu festivals focus on the worship of deities.  roughout India,

the images or icons of deities are removed from their shrines at least once each year to

parade in processions that sometimes last for several days. e images are carried by

adherents on palanquins (pole-supported sedan chairs) or in large-wheeled carts, and

may be lavishly decorated to appear lifelike. ey

may also be adorned with expensive clothes and
ower garlands around their necks.

A number of Hindu religious festivals are o cially
recognized by the government as “closed holidays,”
during which work stops throughout the country.®®

e largest of these festivals occurs near the end of
the southwest monsoon season.” ™

e large number of religious holidays in India
means that any summary will be incomplete and
somewhat arbitrary. And many Hindu festivals
have signi cant regional variations. e following
list is simply a small sample of some signi cant
Hindu and Sikh religious festivals.

Ganesh Visarjan Day, Mumbai
Flickr / Sandeep Achetan
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Diwali (Festival of Lights)

Diwali, the festival of lights,

is a 5-day festival celebrated
nationwide in India in either
October or November, based
on the Hindu calendar.
Although Hindus have various
reasons for celebrating, Diwali
is commonly accepted as a
celebration of the renewal of Candle for Diwali

. . Flickr / Shital Khandarr

life. In preparation for the

festival, homes and businesses

are decorated with traditional motifs and colorful designs. Participants purchase jewelry
and new clothes, and sweets are exchanged among family and friends. Each night during
the festival, thousands of Dwali diyas (small clay or earthen oil lamps) are lit.”

Navaratri/Dussehra (also called Vijayadashmi)

is nationwide festival, beginning on the rst day of the Hindu month of Ashwin
(September—October), celebrates the goddesses Durga, Lakshmi, and Saraswati, and
commemorates the death of the
evil Ravana at the hands of the
exiled prince Rama. Ramlila, a
dance-drama relating the life of
Rama, is enacted for the rst
9 days of Navaratri. On Dussehra,
the 10th day of the celebration, a
large e gy of Ravana is presented
and burned
to celebrate his defeat.” ™7

Festival for Dussehra
Flickr / Nitin Badhwar

Holika/Holi (Festival of Colors)

e spring festival of Holi is
celebrated each year in March or
April, based on the Hindu calendar.
It actually starts the night before
with a bon re made of dried leaves
and branches, commemorating the
burning of the demon Holika.

Holi Festival
Flickr / Henry Kcheung
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Exchange 1: Will you celebrate Holi tomorrow?

Soldier: Will you celebrate Holi tomorrow? | kaya aap kal holi manaeinge?

Local: Yes. ji haan

e festival is also associated with Krishna and his love for Radha. In one legend,
Krishna was envious of Radha’s pale complexion, and playfully applied color to her face.
Today, participants visit homes of friends and family, exchange sweets and garlands of
fruit, and throw or apply a colored powder called gulal or abeer on one another. Holi is
also a feast, and many foods are prepared exclusively for this festival.” "’

Vaisakhi (also called Baisakhi)

Vaisakhi is a Punjabi harvest festival that for Sikhs has become a combined religious
and New Year’s festival. It occurs in most years on April 13th. For Sikhs, Baishakhi
commemorates the birth of the
Khalsa, which are Sikhs who
have undergone the sacred
Amrit (baptism) ceremony.’
During this time, Sikhs come
together to worship at gurdwaras
and listen to readings of the
scriptures before the feasting and
processions begin.” &

Vaisakhi Celebrations
Flickr /
Gurumustuk Singh

Buildings of Worship
Mandir or Kovil

e Hindu temple is known as a mandir or kovil. Within are images of the primary
and subordinate Hindu deities to which the temple is dedicated. Also within are the
priests, ritual specialists, and attendants who serve the
temple. e temple is frequently used for communal
worship and ritual performance, whereas daily prayers are
typically done at small shrines at home. e temples vary
tremendously in size and shape, but contain some kind
of shrine. e shrine is the sacred center of the mandir
and houses the temple gods. Near the shrine is the room
where the priests ready themselves for worship. For many
Hindus who live in more rural areas, worship can take
place outside and o en there is no murti or sacred image.®

Birla Mandir, Jaipur
Flickr / clicknick

DL| FLC Hindi Cultural Orientation Religion 34

R FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER




o ‘:w FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTER

Mosque

Indian Muslims worship in
mosques. Much of India was
ruled for many centuries

by Muslims, and some of

the country’s most famous
architectural achievements
are mosques built during the
periods of sultanate, Mughal,
and later regional rule. e
Taj-ul-Masjid in Bhopal, the
Moti Masjid and Jama Masjid
in Delhi, and the Taj Mahal in
Agra are a few examples.®

Gurdwara

e Sikh temple or shrine is
called a gurdwara. Prominent
within it is the Guru Granth
Sahib, the Sikh holy book
that is also considered by
Sikhs to be the living Guru.
Prominently displayed outside
the gurdwara is the Sikh

ag, the Nishan Sahib. It is
triangular, of burnt orange
or sa ron color, and displays
the Khanda, the symbol of
Sikhism 8

Mosque in Lucknow
Flickr / tdayal

Golden Temple
Flickr / jasleen_kaur

Behavior in Places of Worship
Visiting a Mandir/Kovil

Hindi Cultural Orientation

Shoes should always be removed before entering a mandir.
Dress should be conservative. In some temples, particularly
in southern India, men may be required to remove their
shirt and wear a lungi (a long cotton cloth worn like a kilt).
Some temples do not permit non-Hindus; therefore, one
should always check before entering.8

Shoekeeper
Flickr / stordito
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Exchange 2: May | enter?

Soldier: May | enter? main yahan aa sakta (M) / sakti (F)
hoon?
Local: Yes. ji haan

Alcohol, tobacco products, intoxicants, and non-vegetarian food items should not be
brought into the temple. Some temples do not allow women who are menstruating to
enter.®

Visiting a Mosque

Indian tradition does not permit non-Muslims to enter a mosque, so it best to request
permission to enter. Expect to see a separation of genders in the mosque. Shoes should
be removed prior to entering the building and women should always cover their heads
with scarves.®

Exchange 3: May | have a head cover?

Soldier: May | have a head cover? sir dakney ke liye kuch dey?

Local: Yes. ji haan

Never walk in front of a Muslim who is praying in a mosque because this invalidates the
prayer.8".88

Visiting a Gurdwara

When visiting a gurdwara, follow many of the same rules as when visiting a mandir or
mosque: do not wear shoes, dress conservatively, and do not bring alcohol or tobacco
products. Men and women are expected to cover their heads in a gurdwara as a gesture
of respect to the Guru Granth Sahib. Unlike Hindu mandirs, gurdwaras are built for
congregational worship. Devotees sit cross-legged on the oor facing the Guru Granth
Sahib. Men and women are usually, but not always, on opposite sides of the devotional
ha”.89, 90, 91
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Overview
Chapter 2 Assessment

1. e vast majority of Indians are Hindus.
TRUE

Nearly 926 million Indians, or 80.5%, are Hindus. e largest minority
religion, Islam, is practiced by only 13.4% of the population.

no

India is a secular state.
TRUE

India was established as a secular state. e constitution of India
guarantees freedom of religion.

3. ecaste system is legal in India today.
FALSE

e caste system has been outlawed, but elements of the caste system are
at work in the country, especially in rural areas. It still permeates much
of Indian society.

4. e Hindu temple of worship is called the gurdwara.
FALSE

e Sikh temple is called a gurdwara. e Hindu temple is called a
mandir or a kovil.

5. Most Sikhs live in Punjab.
TRUE
Over 96% of Indian Sikhs live in Punjab. It is the only state in which
Sikhism is the majority religion.
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