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LANGUAGE SURVIVAL GUIDE INTENT

This language guide is intended to provide survival-level language skills needed for basic 
communication only to members of any contingency force deployed to an area where the target 
language is spoken.  It contains words and phrases that have been found to be most useful for 
contingency operations.  

The Defense Language Institute Foreign Language Center (DLIFLC) has produced this guide for use 
by advance parties or others who may not have immediate access to a fully qualified linguist.  If your 
organization’s language translation requirements exceed the content of this publication, contact your 
organization’s Command Language Program Manager (CLPM) to formally identify the requirement.

Inquiries and feedback:
DLIFLC
Technology Integration Division (ATFL-LST-TI)
Presidio of Monterey, CA 93944
pres.FamProject@conus.army.mil

Request for copies:
DLIFLC
Continuing Education
LMDS-DLI@conus.army.mil
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE FOR LIBYAN SOUNDS UNFAMILIAR TO ENGLISH

H as in	 asleeHa		  or	 shaaHinit
Kh as in	 SaarooKh		  or	 maKhzin
S as in	 qanaaS		  or	 iteeSaal
D as in	 munDaar		  or	 laaHaDt
T as in	 shurTa			  or	 Tareeqa
‘ as in	 ‘alaash			  or	 ‘eeyaar

gh as in	 taghyeeraat		  or	 tashgheel

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE FOR LIBYAN SOUNDS UNFAMILIAR TO ENGLISH

H as in	 asleeHa		  or	 shaaHinit
Kh as in	 SaarooKh		  or	 maKhzin
S as in	 qanaaS		  or	 iteeSaal
D as in	 munDaar		  or	 laaHaDt
T as in	 shurTa			  or	 Tareeqa
‘ as in	 ‘alaash			  or	 ‘eeyaar

gh as in	 taghyeeraat		  or	 tashgheel

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE FOR LIBYAN SOUNDS UNFAMILIAR TO ENGLISH

H as in	 asleeHa		  or	 shaaHinit
Kh as in	 SaarooKh		  or	 maKhzin
S as in	 qanaaS		  or	 iteeSaal
D as in	 munDaar		  or	 laaHaDt
T as in	 shurTa			  or	 Tareeqa
‘ as in	 ‘alaash			  or	 ‘eeyaar

gh as in	 taghyeeraat		  or	 tashgheel

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE FOR LIBYAN SOUNDS UNFAMILIAR TO ENGLISH

H as in	 asleeHa		  or	 shaaHinit
Kh as in	 SaarooKh		  or	 maKhzin
S as in	 qanaaS		  or	 iteeSaal
D as in	 munDaar		  or	 laaHaDt
T as in	 shurTa			  or	 Tareeqa
‘ as in	 ‘alaash			  or	 ‘eeyaar

gh as in	 taghyeeraat		  or	 tashgheel



1

1

PART 1:  SMALL ARMS
English Transliteration Libyan

1-1 What is the caliber and 
type of the weapon?

shin ‘eeyaar oo-no’ is-
seelaaH? شن عيار ونوع السلاح؟

1-2 How large was the 
rifle?

gidaash kubur il-
bunduqeeya? قداش كبر البندقيه؟

1-3 Did the rifle have a 
scope?

fee munDaar ‘al-
bunduqeeya? فيه منظار عالبندقيه؟

1-4
Was any part of the 
weapon made of 
wood?

is-seelaaH fee ay 
qisim maSnoo’ min il-
Khasheb?

السلاح فيه أي قسم مصنوع 
من الخشب؟

1-5
Could the part of the 
rifle, which touches the 
shoulder, be folded?

hal aKhmaS il-
bunduqeeya 
yanTawee?

هل أخمص البندقيه 
ينطوي؟

1-6 How large was the 
magazine?

gidaash kubur il-
maKhzin? قداش كبر المخزن؟
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1-7 Was other equipment 
added to the weapon?  

hal fee mu’idaat 
mooDaafa lis-slaaH?

هل فيه معدات مضافة 
للسلاح؟

1-8 What other equipment 
was near the weapon?

shin heeya il-mu’idaat 
it-taaniya ilee kaanit 
greeba min is-slaaH?

شن هي المعدات إللي الثانيه 
كانت اقريبه من السلاح؟

1-9 What was the size of 
the pistol?

gidaash Hajm il-
musadis? قداش حجم المسدس؟

1-10 Where was the pistol 
carried?

weyn kaan il-musadis 
maHmool? وين كان المسدس محمول؟

1-11
What special 
equipment was added 
to the pistol?

shinu il-mu’idaat il-
KhaaSa il-mooDaafa 
lil-musadis?

شنو المعدات الخاصه 
المضافه للمسدس؟
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PART 2:  CREW-SERVED WEAPONS 

2-1 What is the caliber and 
type of the weapon?

shinu ‘eeyaar oo-no’ 
is-slaaH? شنو عيار ونوع السلاح؟

2-2
Is this a direct fire 
weapon like a rifle or 
bazooka?

hal haada slaaH 
tawjeeh naaree 
moobaashir mitil 
il-bunduqeeya aw il-
baazooka?

هل هذا سلاح توجيه ناري 
مباشر متل البندقية او 

البازوكا؟

2-3
Is this an indirect fire 
weapon like a mortar 
or cannon?

hal haada slaaH 
tawjeeh naaree gheyr 
moobaashir mitil il-
haawun aw il-madfa’?

هل هذا سلاح توجيه ناري 
غير مباشر متل الهاون او 

المدفع؟

2-4 Was the weapon 
mounted on a tripod?

hal is-slaaH kaan 
manSoob ‘aley 
rakeeza?

هل السلاح كان منصوب 
على ركيزه؟

2-5
How many personnel 
operated this specific 
weapon?

gidaash Taaqim haada 
is-slaaH bit-taHdeed?

قداش طاقم هذا السلاح 
بالتحديد؟
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2-6 Where and when did 
you see this weapon? 

weyn oo-aamta shuft 
haada is-slaaH?

وين وامتى شفت هذا 
السلاح؟

2-7
What was the 
approximate size of 
the projectile?

shin kaan il-Hajm it-
tagreebee lil-qadeefa?

شن كان الحجم التقريبي 
للقذيفه؟

2-8 Has the weapon been 
modified in any way?

hal it’adel is-seelaaH 
bee-ay Tareeqa?

هل اتعدل السلاح بأي 
طريقه؟

2-9
How effective was the 
crew operating the 
weapon? 

keef kaanit qudrit 
Taaqim is-seelaaH? (id-
diqa fee it-tadreeb)

كيف كانت قدرة طاقم 
السلاح؟ )الدقه في 

التدريب(

2-10 Was the crew 
accurate? 

hal kaan iT-Taaqim 
daqeeq? هل كان الطاقم دقيق؟

2-11 How was the crew 
trained?

keef kaan tadreeb iT-
Taaqim? كيف كان تدريب الطاقم؟

2-12 What identifying marks 
were on the weapon? 

shin il-’alaamaat ilee 
kaanit ‘aley is-seelaaH?

شن العلامات اللي كانت 
على السلاح؟

2-6 Where and when did 
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2-13

How fast did this 
weapon fire?
How many rounds 
(bullets) per minute?

shin sur’it ramee is-
seelaaH? gidaash 
Talqa (raSaaSa) fee id-
daqeeqa?
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PART 3:  VEHICLES

3-1 What is the type and 
name of the vehicle?

shin no’ oo-isim il-
aaleeya? شن نوع واسم الآليه؟

3-2

What types of 
weapons were 
mounted on the 
vehicle?

shin no’ il-asleeHa ilee 
kaanit maHTooTa ‘aley 
il-aaleeya?

شن نوع الأسلحه اللي كانت 
محطوطه على الآليه؟

3-3
Where and when did 
you last observe this 
vehicle?

weyn oo-aamta aaKher 
mara shuft il-aaleeya 
haadee?

وين وامتى آخر مره شفت 
الآليه هذي؟

3-4 Where is the vehicle 
stored?

weyn il-aaleeya 
mKhazna? وين الآليه مخزنه؟

3-5 Is this vehicle military 
or civilian?

haadee il-aaleeya 
‘askareeya aw 
madaneeya?

هذي الآليه عسكريه او 
مدنيه؟
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3-6
What changes have 
been made to the 
vehicle?

shin it-taghyeeraat ilee 
indaarit ‘aley haadee 
il-aaleeya?

شن التغييرات اللي اندارت 
علي هذي الآليه؟

3-7 Is the vehicle wheeled 
or tracked?

hal il-aaleeya ‘aleyhaa 
‘ijlaat aw imjanzara?

هل الآليه عليها عجلات او 
مجنزره؟

3-8
Does the vehicle have 
a communications 
system?

hal il-aaleeya feeha 
jeehaaz iteeSaalaat?

هل الآليه فيها جهاز 
اتصالات؟

3-9 Describe the vehicle 
to me. ooSuflee il-aaleeya اوصفلي الآليه

3-10 What else can you tell 
me about this vehicle?

shin taanee tigdir itgool-
lee ‘aley haadee il-
aaleeya?

شن تاني تقدر اتقولي علي 
هذي الآليه؟

3-11
How many crew 
members operated 
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tashgheel haadee il-
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PART 4:  GUNBOATS

4-1 What is the type and 
name of the boat?

shin no’ oo-isim il-
qaareb? شن نوع واسم القارب؟

4-2 What weapons are 
mounted on the boat?

shin il-asleeHa il-
maHTooTa ‘aley il-
qaareb?

شن الأسلحه المحطوطه 
علي القارب؟

4-3
Does a military or a 
civilian manufacturer 
produce the boat?

ilee Sna’ il-qaareb 
‘askaree aw madanee?

اللي صنع القارب عسكري 
او مدني؟

4-4 Does this boat belong 
to the military?

haada il-qaareb 
‘askaree? هذا القارب عسكري؟

4-5

What identifying 
marks are located on 
the boat? Weapons? 
Equipment?

shin il-’alaamaat ilee 
‘aley il-qaareb? oo-
’alaamaat il-asleeHa? 
wil-mu’idaat?

شن العلامات اللي علي 
القارب؟ وعلامات 

الأسلحه؟ والمعدات؟
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4-6
Is there a 
communication mast 
on the boat? 

hal fee raadiyo iteeSaal 
‘aley il-qaareb?

هل فيه راديو اتصال على 
القارب؟

4-7
Where and when did 
you last observe this 
boat?

weyn oo-aamta aaKher 
mara shuft haada il-
qaareb?

وين وامتى آخر مره شفت 
هذا القارب؟

4-8
Did another boat 
support and protect 
this boat?

hal fee qaareb taanee 
yiHmee weesaanid 
haada il-qaareb?

فيه قارب تاني يحمي 
ويساند هذا القارب؟

4-9 Did the boat have a 
flat or round bottom?

hal gaa’idit il-qaareb 
musaTaHa aw daa-
ireeya?

هل قاعدة القارب مسطحه 
او دائريه؟

4-10 Where is the vehicle 
stored?

weyn il-aaleeya 
imKhazna? وين الآليه مخزنه؟

4-11
Are there any armored 
or reinforced parts on 
the boat?

hal fee ay qiTa’ 
mudara’a aw muSafaHa 
‘aley il-qaareb?

هل فيه أي قطع مدرعه او 
مصفحه على القارب؟
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4-12 What else can you tell 
me about this boat? 

shin taanee tigdir 
itgool-lee ‘aley haada 
il-qaareb?

شن تاني تقدر اتقولي علي 
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PART 5:  SHOULDER-FIRED MISSILES

5-1
Where and when 
did you observe the 
missile?

weyn oo-aamta 
laaHaDt haada iS-
SaarooKh?

وين وامتى لاحظت هذا 
الصاروخ؟

5-2 What is the name and 
caliber of the weapon?

shin isim wa-’eeyaar 
is-seelaaH? شن اسم وعيار السلاح؟

5-3 What identifying marks 
were on the weapon?

shin il-’alaamaat il-
mumayiza ilee ‘aley is-
seelaaH?

شن العلامات المميزه اللي 
على السلاح؟

5-4
What types of sights 
were mounted on the 
weapon?

shin anwaa’ in-
nawaaDeer li-mrakba 
‘aley is-seelaaH?

شن أنواع النواظير المركبه 
علي السلاح؟

5-5 Was the weapon wire-
guided?

hal is-slaaH mwajah 
bis-silik? هل السلاح موجه يالسلك؟
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5-6
Was the missile tube 
reused or thrown 
away?

hal maasoorit iS-
SaarooKh tusta’mal 
mara taaniya aw 
titlawaH?

هل ماسورة الصاروخ 
تستعمل مره تانيه او 

تتلوّح؟

5-7
What else can you tell 
me about this missile 
system?

shin taanee tigdir itgool-
lee ‘aley manDoomit 
haada iS-SaarooKh?

شن تاني تقدر اتقولي علي 
منظومة هذا الصاروخ؟
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PART 6:  IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES (IEDs)

6-1 Where and when did 
you observe the IED?

weyn oo-aamta 
laaHaDt jeehaaz it-
tafjeer ‘an bu’ud?

وين وامتى لاحظت جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-2 Who emplaced the 
IED?

shkoon ilee HaT 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

شكون اللي حط جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-3 How is the IED 
detonated?

keef kaan tafjeer 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

كيف كان تفجير جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-4

What types of 
ammunition are used 
in the explosive 
device?

shin no’ id-daKheera 
ilee istu’meelet ma’a 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

شن نوع الذخيره اللي 
استعملت مع جهاز التفجير 

عن بعد؟

6-5 Is this IED located in a 
vehicle? 

hal jeehaaz it-tafjeer 
haada mawDoo’ fee 
aaleeya?

هل جهاز التفجير هذا 
موضوع في أليه؟
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6-6 Where is the owner of 
this vehicle?

weyn SaaHib haadee 
il-aaleeya? وين صاحب هذي الآليه؟

6-7 Who made the IED?
shkoon ilee Sna’ 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

شكون اللي صنع جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-8 Where was the IED 
built?

weyn kaan maSnoo’ 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

وين كان مصنوع جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-9
Where was the 
IED stored prior to 
emplacement? 

weyn kaan jeehaaz 
it-tafjeer ‘an bu’ud 
mawDoo’ fee is-saabiq?

وين كان جهاز التفجير عن 
بعد موضوع في السابق؟

6-10 Is there a second or 
“backup” detonator?

hal fee mufajir taanee 
aw iH-teeyaaT?

هلفيه مفجر ثاني او 
احتياط؟

6-11
Is there a secondary 
device to attack aid 
and rescue workers?

hal fee jeehaaz 
taanawee lil-hujoom 
‘ala ‘umaal il-eeghaata 
wal-inqaad?

هل فيه جهاز ثانوي 
للهجوم علي عمال الإغاثة 

والإنقاذ؟
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6-12 Who is the target of 
this IED?

shkoon il-hadaf min 
jeehaaz it-tafjeer ‘an 
bu’ud?

شكون الهدف من جهاز 
التفجير عن بعد؟

6-13

What else can you 
tell me about the IED 
or the individuals 
involved? 

shin taanee tigdir 
itgool-lee aley jeehaaz 
it-tafjeer ‘an bu’ud wal-
afraad il-mutwarTeen?

شن ثاني تقدر اتقولي علي 
جهاز التفجير عن بعد 
والأفراد المتورطين؟
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PART 7:  WEAPONS LOGISTICS

7-1 What is the condition 
of the weapon?

shinu Haalit is-
seelaaH? شنو حالة السلاح؟

7-2 Why is the weapon in 
this condition?

‘alaash is-seelaaH fee 
il-Haala haadee?

 علاش السلاح في الحاله
هذي؟

7-3 Who maintains the 
weapons?

shkoon yeenaDif fee 
is-slaaH? شكون ينظف في السلاح؟

7-4
How do you get 
replacement parts and 
weapons?

keef tit-HaSil ‘aley 
qiTa’ il-gheeyaar wal-
asleeHa?

 كيف تتحصل علي قطع
الغيار والأسلحه؟

7-5 Where are the 
weapons stored?

weyn il-asleeHa 
imKhazna? وين الأسلحه مخزنه؟

7-6 Is the storage facility 
guarded?

hal il-maKhzin 
maHroos? هل المخزن محروس؟

7-7 How are the weapons 
transported? keef tunqal il-asleeHa? كيف تنقل الأسلحه؟
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PART 8:  UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE

8-1

Where and when 
did you see the 
unexploded 
ammunition?

weyn oo-aamta shuft 
daKheera gheyr 
mutafajira?

وين وامتى شفت ذخيره 
غير متفجره؟

8-2 What is the name and 
caliber of the weapon?

shin isim wa-’eeyaar 
is-seelaaH? شن اسم وعيار السلاح؟

8-3
What identifying marks 
were located on the 
weapon?

shin il-’alaamaat ilee 
kaanit ‘ala is-seelaaH?

شن العلامات اللى كانت 
علي السلاح؟

8-4 Who marked the site? shkoon ilee ‘alam il-
mawqa’? شكون اللي علّم الموقع؟
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PART 9:  AMMUNITION

9-1
Are there problems 
with ammunition for 
the weapons?

fee mashaakil fee 
daKheerit il-asleeHa?

 فيه مشاكل في ذخيرة
الأسلحه؟

9-2 Who buys the 
ammunition?

shkoon yishree fee id-
daKheera? سكون يشري في الذخيره؟

9-3 Where is the 
ammunition stored?

weyn id-daKheera 
imKhazna? وين الذخيره مخزنه؟

9-4 Where is the 
ammunition bought?

imneyn id-daKheera 
mishreeya? امنين الذخيره مشريه؟

9-5
How much ammunition 
is available for each 
weapon system? 

gidaash daKheera 
mitwafra lee-kul 
manDoomit seelaaH?

 قداش ذخيره متوفره لكل
منظومة سلاح؟

9-6
Is there a guard force 
at the ammunition 
storage facility?

fee Haaris ‘aley 
maKhzin id-daKheera?

 فيه حارس علي مخزن
الذخيره؟
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PART 10:  GLOSSARY

10-1 Ambush site mawqa’ il-kameen موقع الكمين

10-2 Artillery madfa’eeya مدفعيه

10-3 Base plate mah-biT il-qaa’ida مهبط القاعده

10-4 Belt-fed shareeT id-daKheera شريط الذخيره

10-5 Blasting cap gheeTaa il-laghm غطاء اللغم

10-6 Bomb qumboola قنبله

10-7 Bushing id-dafa’ الدفع

10-8 Caliber ‘eeyaar عيار

10-9 Chemical keemaawee كيماوي

10-10 Depleted uranium yooraaniyoom 
moostanzif يورانيوم مستنزف

10-11 Detonate eefajir يفجر

10-12 Detonation cord Habl it-tafjeer حبل التفجير
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10-13 Explosives mutafajiraat متفجرات

10-14 Flashlight beelaa بيلا

10-15 Fuel truck shaaHinit wuqood شاحنة وقود

10-16 Gate bawaaba بوابه

10-17 How? keef? كيف؟

10-18 Infra-red taHt il-Hamraa تحت الحمراء

10-19
Laser leyzar ليزر

10-20 Laser Targeting 
Device

jeehaaz tawjeeh il-
leyzar جهاز توجيه اللايزر

10-21 Magazine maKhzin مخزن

10-22 Missile SaarooKh صاروخ

10-23 Mortar haawin هاون

10-24 Mosque masjid مسجد
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10-25 Motorcycle moto موتّو

10-26 Night vision ru-yaa leyleeya رؤيه ليليه

10-27 Pistol moosadis مسدس

10-28 Plastic explosives mutafajiraat 
blaasteekeeya متفجرات بلاستيكيه

10-29 Police station markaz shurTa مركز شرطه

10-30 Projectile qadeefa قذيفه

10-31 Rifle bundooqeeya بندقيه

10-32 Silencer kaatim iS-Sot كاتم الصوت

10-33 Sniper scope munDaar il-qanaaS منظار القناص

10-34 Suppressor il-muwagef الموقّف

10-35 Tracer is-sadaada السداده

10-36 Trigger iz-zeenaad الزناد

10-37 Tripod rakeeza ركيزه
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10-40 What is his name? shin isma? شن اسمه؟

10-41 When? aamta? امتى؟

10-42 Where? weyn? وين؟

10-43 Why? ‘alaash? علاش؟

10-44 Wire-guided silik tawjeeh سلك توجيه
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AVAILABLE:
Basic Language Survival Kit contains:
 	 1.  Commands, Warnings & Instructions		  12.  Fuel & Maintenance 
  	 2.  Helpful Words, Phrases, & Questions 		  13.  Medical / General 
  	 3.  Greetings / Introductions				   14.  Medical / Body Parts 
  	 4.  Interrogation					     15.  Military Ranks
  	 5.  Numbers					     16.  Lodging 
  	 6.  Days of the Week / Time				   17.  Occupations 
  	 7.  Directions					     18.  Port of Entry
  	 8.  Locations					     19.  Relatives     
  	 9.  Descriptions 					     20.  Weather
  10.  Emergency Terms				    21.  General Military   
  11.  Food & Sanitation				    22.  Mine Warfare

Medical Survival Kit contains:
  1.  Introduction		    9.  Surgery Instructions		  17.  Neurology
  2.  Guidance		  10.  Pain Interview			   18.  Exam Commands
  3.  Registration		  11.  Medicine Interview		  19.  Caregiver
  4.  Assessment		  12.  Orthopedic			   20.  Post-op / Prognosis
  5.  Surgical Consent	 13.  Obstetrics / Gynecology		  21.  Medical Conditions
  6.  Trauma		  14.  Pediatrics			   22.  Pharmaceutical
  7.  Procedures		  15.  Cardiology			   23.  Diseases
  8.  Foley		  16.  Ophthalmology
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  4.  Assessment		  12.  Orthopedic			   20.  Post-op / Prognosis
  5.  Surgical Consent	 13.  Obstetrics / Gynecology		  21.  Medical Conditions
  6.  Trauma		  14.  Pediatrics			   22.  Pharmaceutical
  7.  Procedures		  15.  Cardiology			   23.  Diseases
  8.  Foley		  16.  Ophthalmology



Aircrew Operations Survival Kit contains:
	 1.  Emergency Transmissions		    7.  Airfield Specifics
	 2.  General Air Traffic Control		    8.  Cargo Handling
	 3.  Communication Clarification		    9.  Maintenance
	 4.  Landing Instructions			   10.  Fuel
	 5.  Taxi Instructions			   11.  Weather 
	 6.  Departure Instructions

Civil Affairs Survival Kit contains:
	 1.  Introduction				      8.  Land Dispute
	 2.  Public Safety				      9.  Curfew Enforcement
	 3.  Public Health				    10.  Border Crossing
	 4.  Transportation				   11.  Village Assessment
	 5.  Driver’s Guide				   12.  Reparations
	 6.  Public Works and Utilities		  13.  Veterinary Services
	 7.  Public Communications	

Force Protection Survival Kit contains:
	 1.  Assessment			         	   5.  Medical Threat
	 2.  Terrorist Threat			     6.  Local Employed Personnel (LEP)
	 3.  Foreign Intelligence Service (FIS)	        	   7.  Route Assessments
	 4.  Criminal Threat			     8.  Glossary
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