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PART 1:  GENERAL STATEMENTS

English Transliteration Swahili

1-1 Please wait for an 
interpreter.

taafaThaalee 
msoobeeRee 
mfaaseeRee

tafadhali msubiri 
mfasiri

1-2 Please turn off your 
camera.

taafaThaalee zeemaa 
kameRaa yaako

tafadhali zima 
kamera yako

1-3 Please turn off your 
recorder.

taafaThaalee zeemaa 
ReekoRdaa yaako

tafadhali zima 
rikoda yako

1-4 Here is a copy of our 
ground rules.

hee nee naakaalaa yaa 
kaanoonee zetoo zaa 
mseengee

hii ni nakala ya 
kanuni zetu za 
msingi
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1-5
Sign here if you agree 
to follow the ground 
rules.

wekaa sayeenee 
haapaa kaamaa 
oonaakoobaalee 
koofwaataa kaanoonee 
za mseengee

weka saini hapa 
kama unakubali 
kufuata kanuni za 
msingi

1-6 This is not the public 
affairs office.

hee see ofeesee yaa 
shooghoolee zaa 
nchee

hii si ofisi ya 
shughuli za nchi

1-7 I am not an official 
spokesperson.

meemee see 
mseemaajee Rasmee

mimi si msemaji 
rasmi

1-8 He does not wish to 
give an interview.

haataakee 
koofaaneeyaa 
mahojeeyaano

hataki kufanya 
mahojiano

1-9 She does not wish to 
give an interview.

haataakee 
koofaaneeyaa 
mahojeeyaano

hataki kufanya 
mahojiano
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1-10 Do not take photos 
here.

ooseepeege peechaa 
haapaa usipige picha hapa

1-11 Do not take videos 
here.

ooseepeege veedeyo 
haapaa usipige video hapa

1-12 Do not take photos of 
this place.

ooseepeege peechaa 
zaa mahaalee haapaa

usipige picha za 
mahali hapa

1-13 Do not take videos of 
this place.

ooseepeege veedeyo 
zaa mahaalee haapaa

usipige video za 
mahali hapa

1-14
Do not take photos 
of this piece of 
equipment.

ooseepeege peechaa 
zaa keefaa heekee

usipige picha za 
kifaa hiki

1-15
Do not take videos 
of this piece of 
equipment.

ooseepeege veedeyo 
zaa keefaa heekee

usipige video za 
kifaa hiki

1-10 Do not take photos 
here.

ooseepeege peechaa 
haapaa usipige picha hapa

1-11 Do not take videos 
here.
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haapaa usipige video hapa
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1-16 You cannot enter this 
area now.

hoowezee koo-
eengeeyaa sehemoo 
hee saasaa

huwezi kuingia 
sehemu hii sasa

1-17
For security reasons, 
I cannot address this 
question.

kwaa saabaaboo 
zaa oosaalaamaa, 
seewezee 
koozoongoomzeeyaa 
swaalee heelee

kwa sababu za 
usalama, siwezi 
kuzungumzia swali 
hili

1-18

I cannot address 
that question until 
the investigation is 
finished.

seewezee 
koozoongoomzeeyaa 
swaalee heelo 
mpaakaa oopelelezee 
oomemaaleezeekaa

siwezi 
kuzungumzia 
swali hilo 
mpaka upelelezi 
umemalizika
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1-19

We do not discuss 
personnel or equipment 
strength with the 
media.

haatoojadeelee 
naa veeombo vyaa 
haabaaRee joo 
yaa ngoovoo zaa 
watoomeeshee aaw 
veefaaaa

hatujadili na 
vyombo vya 
habari nguvu za 
watumishi au vifaa

1-20
We do not discuss 
future operations with 
the media.

haatoojaadeelee 
naa veeombo 
vyaa haabaaRee 
opeRateeonee zaa 
baadaayee

hatujadili na 
vyombo vya habari 
operesheni za 
baadaye

1-21
We do not discuss 
nuclear operations with 
the media.

haatoojadeelee 
naa veeombo 
vyaa haabaaRee 
opeRateeonee zaa 
nukleeyaa

hatujadili na 
vyombo vya habari 
operesheni za 
nuklia
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1-22
We do not discuss 
chemical operations 
with the media.

haatoojadeelee 
naa veeombo 
vyaa haabaaRee 
opeRateeonee zaa 
kemeekaalee

hatujadili na 
vyombo vya habari 
operesheni za 
kemikali

1-23
We do not discuss 
biological operations 
with the media.

haatoojadeelee 
naaveeombo 
vyaa haabaaRee 
aapeReyshen zaa 
baayologeeyaa

hatujadili na 
vyombo vya habari 
operesheni za 
bayolojia

1-24
We do not have 
information on this 
subject.

haatoonaa haabaaRee 
joo yaa jambo heelee

hatuna habari juu 
ya jambo hili
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1-24
We do not have 
information on this 
subject.

haatoonaa haabaaRee 
joo yaa jambo heelee

hatuna habari juu 
ya jambo hili



1-25
Names cannot be 
released until victims' 
relatives are notified.

maajeenaa 
haayaawezee 
kootolewaa 
mpaakaa jamaa 
waa waahaangaa 
waamaaReefeewaa

majina hayawezi 
kutolewa mpaka 
jamaa wa wahanga 
wamearifiwa
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PART 2:  QUERY

2-1 This is the ___ public 
affairs office.

hee nee ofeesee ___ 
yaa shooghoolee zaa 
nchee

hii ni ofisi ___ ya 
shughuli za nchi

2-2 This is not the public 
affairs office.

hee see ofeesee yaa 
shooghoolee zaa 
nchee

hii si ofisi ya 
shughuli za nchi

2-3 What is your name? jeenaa laako nee 
naanee? jina lako ni nani?

2-4
What media 
organization do you 
represent?

oonaa waakeeleeshaa 
sheeReekaa gaanee 
laa haabaaRee?

unawakiilisha 
shirika gani la 
habari?

2-5 Where is your 
organization based?

maakaaw yaa 
sheeReekaa laako nee 
waapee?

makao ya shirika 
lako ni wapi?
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2-6 What is your 
publication?

chaapeesho laako nee 
neenee?

chapisho lako ni 
nini?

2-7 What is your program? pRogRamo yaako nee 
neenee?

programu yako ni 
nini?

2-8 What is the subject of 
this article?

maadaa yaa 
maakaalaa hee nee 
neenee?

mada ya makala hii 
ni nini?

2-9 What is your question? swaalee laako nee 
neenee? swali lako ni nini?

2-10
Could you please 
ask the question in a 
different way?

taafaThaalee, 
oonaawezaa kooleezaa 
swaalee kwaa njeeyaa 
tofa-ootee?

tafadhali, unaweza 
kuliuliza swali kwa 
njia tofauti?

2-11 Could you please use 
simpler language?

taafaThaalee, 
oonaawezaa 
kootoomeeyaa looghaa 
Raaheesee zayeedee?

tafadhali, unaweza 
kutumia lugha 
rahisi zaidi?
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2-12 What is your deadline? moodaa waa mweesho 
nee neenee?

muda wa mwisho 
ni nini?

2-13 Tomorrow kesho kesho

2-14 In two days mnaamo seekoo 
mbeelee mnamo siku mbili

2-15 In three days mnaamo seekoo taatoo mnamo siku tatu
2-16 Next week weekee eejaayo wiki ijayo
2-17 Next month mwezee oojaawo mwezi ujao

2-18 What is your phone 
number?

naambaa yaako yaa 
seemoo nee neenee?

namba yako ya 
simu ni nini?

2-19 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 
9, 10

mojaa, mbeelee, 
taatoo, ene, taano, 
seetaa, sabaa, naanee, 
teesaa, koomee

moja, mbili, tatu, 
nne, tano, sita, 
saba, nane, tisa, 
kumi
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2-20 Please say one number 
at a time.

tafaThaalee semaa 
naamba mojaa kwaa 
waakaatee mojaa

tafadhali sema 
namba moja kwa 
wakati mmoja

2-21
A press release on 
that subject is being 
prepared.

taaReefaa yaa 
kootolewaa kwaa 
waa-andeeshee 
waa haabaaRee 
eenatayaReeshowaa 
saasaa

taarifa ya kutolewa 
kwa waandishi 
wa habari 
inatayarishwa sasa

2-22
There will be a press 
conference on that 
subject.

kootaakoowaa naa 
mkootaano naa waa-
andeeshee waa 
haabaaRee joo yaa 
jambo heeloo

kutakuwa na 
mkutano wa 
waandishi wa 
habari juu ya 
jambo hilo
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2-23
The time for the press 
release has not been 
decided yet.

waakaatee waa 
kootolewaa kwaa 
ta-Reefaa kwaa 
waa-andeeshee waa 
haabaaRee hawojaa 
aamooleewaa baado

wakati wa kutolewa 
kwa taarifa 
kwa waandishi 
wa habari 
haujaamuliwa bado
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PART 3:  ESCORT

3-1 Wear this badge where 
it can be seen.

vaa bejee hee 
mahaalee ambaapo 
eenaawezaa koo-
onekaanaa

vaa beji hii mahali 
ambapo inaweza 
kuonekana

3-2 Leave your camera 
with this person.

aachaa kameRaa 
yaako naa mtoo 
hooyoo

acha kamera yako 
na mtu huyu

3-3 Leave your cell phone 
with this person. 

aachaa seemoo yaako 
yaa mkononee naa 
mtoo hooyoo

acha simu yako ya 
mkononi na mtu 
huyu

3-4 I am your escort.
meemee nee 
mseendeekeezaajee 
waako

mimi ni msindikizaji 
wako
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3-5 He is your escort.
yeye nee 
mseendeekeezaajee 
waako

yeye ni msindikizaji 
wako

3-6 She is your escort.
yeye nee 
mseendeekeezaajee 
waako

yeye ni msindikizaji 
wako

3-7 Stay within ___ meters 
of me at all times.

kaa kaateekaa meta 
___ kaaReeboo 
naamee keelaa 
waakaatee

kaa katika mita ___ 
karibu nami kila 
wakati

3-8 Follow her mfwaate mfuate
3-9 Follow him mfwaate mfuate

3-10 Follow me neefwaate nifuate
3-11 Follow them waafwaate wafuate

3-5 He is your escort.
yeye nee 
mseendeekeezaajee 
waako

yeye ni msindikizaji 
wako

3-6 She is your escort.
yeye nee 
mseendeekeezaajee 
waako

yeye ni msindikizaji 
wako

3-7 Stay within ___ meters 
of me at all times.

kaa kaateekaa meta 
___ kaaReeboo 
naamee keelaa 
waakaatee

kaa katika mita ___ 
karibu nami kila 
wakati
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3-9 Follow him mfwaate mfuate
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waakaatee

kaa katika mita ___ 
karibu nami kila 
wakati

3-8 Follow her mfwaate mfuate
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3-10 Follow me neefwaate nifuate
3-11 Follow them waafwaate wafuate



3-12 You will ride with me in 
that vehicle.

ootaasaafeeRee 
naamee kwaa gaaRee 
leele

utasafiri nami kwa 
gari lile

3-13 You will ride with us in 
this vehicle.

ootaasaafeeRee 
naasee kwaa gaaRee 
heelee

utasafiri nasi kwa 
gari hili

3-14 You will ride with him in 
that vehicle.

ootaasaafeeRee naaye 
kwaa gaaRee leele

utasafiri naye kwa 
gari lile

3-15 You will ride with her. ootaasaafeeRee naaye 
kwaa gaaRee

utasafiri naye kwa 
gari

3-16 You will ride with them. ootaasaafeeRee naaw 
kwaa gaaRee

utasafiri nao kwa 
gari

3-17 Keep your helmet on. endeleeyaa koovaa 
helmetee yaako

endelea kuvaa 
helmeti yako
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that vehicle.

ootaasaafeeRee 
naamee kwaa gaaRee 
leele
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kwaa gaaRee

utasafiri nao kwa 
gari

3-17 Keep your helmet on. endeleeyaa koovaa 
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3-18 Keep your seat belt on.

endeleeyaa koovaa 
mkanda waa 
oosalaamaa waa 
keetee

endelea kuvaa 
mkanda wa 
usalama wa kiti

3-19 Keep the window 
closed.

ooseefoonge 
deeReeshaa usifungue dirisha

3-18 Keep your seat belt on.
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mkanda waa 
oosalaamaa waa 
keetee
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mkanda wa 
usalama wa kiti
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deeReeshaa usifungue dirisha

3-18 Keep your seat belt on.

endeleeyaa koovaa 
mkanda waa 
oosalaamaa waa 
keetee

endelea kuvaa 
mkanda wa 
usalama wa kiti

3-19 Keep the window 
closed.

ooseefoonge 
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ooseefoonge 
deeReeshaa usifungue dirisha



PART 4:  INTERVIEWS

4-1 I do not wish to give an 
interview.

seetaakee koofaanyaa 
maahojeeyaano

sitaki kufanya 
mahojiano

4-2 He does not wish to 
give an interview.

haataakee koofaanyaa 
maahojeeyaano

hataki kufanya 
mahojiano

4-3 She does not wish to 
give an interview.

haataakee koofaanyaa 
maahojeeyaano

hataki kufanya 
mahojiano

4-4 I am not qualified to 
answer that question.

seestaaheelee 
koojeeboo swaalee 
heelo

sistahili kujibu 
swali hilo

4-5 She is not qualified to 
answer that question.

haastaaheelee 
koojeeboo swaalee 
heelo

hastahili kujibu 
swali hilo

4-6 He is not qualified to 
answer that question.

haastaaheelee 
koojeeboo swaalee 
heelo

hastahili kujibu 
swali hilo
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4-7 He does not want to 
answer that question.

haataakee koojeeboo 
swaalee heelo

hataki kujibu swali 
hilo

4-8 She does not want to 
answer that question.

haataakee koojeeboo 
swaalee heelo

hataki kujibu swali 
hilo

4-9 I will not answer this 
question.

seetaajeeboo swaalee 
heelee sitajibu swali hili

4-10 I have no answer at 
this time.

seenaa jeeboo saasaa 
heevee sina jibu sasa hivi

4-11 I would like to stop this 
interview.

neengependaa 
kooseemaameeshaa 
maahojeeyaano haayaa

ningependa 
kusimamisha 
mahojiano haya

4-12 She would like to stop 
this interview.

aangependaa 
kooseemaameeshaa 
maahojeeyaano haayaa

angependa 
kusimamisha 
mahojiano haya
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4-13 He would like to stop 
this interview.

aangependaa 
kooseemaameeshaa 
maahojeeyaano haayaa

angependa 
kusimamisha 
mahojiano haya

4-14 No comment seenaa neno sina neno

4-15
Can you please ask 
the question in simpler 
language?

taafaThaalee, 
oonaawezaa kooleezaa 
swaalee kwaa looghaa 
Raaheesee zayeedee?

tafadhali, unaweza 
kuuliza swali kwa 
lugha rahisi zaidi?

4-16 This interview is over. maahojeeyaano 
yaamekweeshaa

mahojiano 
yamekwisha

4-13 He would like to stop 
this interview.
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PART 5:  PRESS CONFERENCE

5-1  ___ will be 
here soon.

 ___ aataakoowaa 
haapaa heevee 
kaaReboonee

___ atakuwa hapa 
hivi karibuni

5-2 I will call on you to 
speak.

neetaakoochagoowaa 
koosemaa

nitakuchagua 
kusema

5-3 He will call on you to 
speak.

aataakoochagwaa 
koosemaa

atakuchagua 
kusema

5-4 She will call on you 
to speak.

aataakoochagwaa 
koosemaa

atakuchagua 
kusema

5-5
Please ask only one 
question each time 
you are called on.

taafaThaalee ooleezaa 
swaalee mojaa 
keelaa waakaatee 
oonaapoyeetwaa

tafadhali uliza swali 
moja kila wakati 
unapoitwa
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5-6
You may ask one 
legitimate follow-up 
question per turn.

oonaawezaa 
kooleezaa swaalee 
mojaa laa maanaa laa 
koofwaatReeyaa kwaa 
keelaa zaamoo

unaweza kuuliza 
swali moja la 
maana la kufuatia 
kwa kila zamu

5-7

Please wait for 
the interpreter 
to translate your 
question.

taafooThelee 
mngoje mfaaseeRee 
aataafseeRee swaalee 
laako

tafadhali mngoje 
mfasiri atafsiri 
swali lako

5-8

Please wait for 
the interpreter 
to translate your 
answer.

taafaThaalee 
mngoje mfaaseeRee 
aataafseeRee jeeboo 
laako

tafadhali mngoje 
mfasiri atafsiri jibu 
lako
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5-9

That is a separate 
question; there may 
be time to address 
it later.

heelo nee swaalee 
tofaawtee; laabdaa 
kootaakoowaa naa 
waakaatee waa 
kooleezoongoomzeeyaa 
baadaaye

hilo ni swali tofauti; 
labda kutakuwa 
na wakati wa 
kulizungumzia 
baadaye

5-10 We ran out of time. tooleeyesheewaa naa 
waakaatee tuliishiwa na wakati

5-11

If he promised you 
information, be sure 
to give your contact 
information to ___.

kaamaa 
aaleekwaaheedee 
haabaaRee, 
haakeekeeshaa 
oomempaa ___ 
haabaaRee yaa 
koowaaseeleeyaanaa 
naawe

kama alikuahidi 
habari, hakikisha 
umempa 
___ habari ya 
kuwasiliana nawe
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5-12

If she promised you 
information, be sure 
to give your contact 
information to her.

kaamaa 
aaleekwaaheedee 
haabaaRee, 
haakeekeeshaa 
oomempaa haabaaRee 
yaakoowaaseeleeyaanaa 
naawe

kama alikuahidi 
habari, hakikisha 
umempa habari ya 
kuwasiliana nawe

5-13

If I promised you 
information, be sure 
to give your contact 
information to me.

kaamaa 
neeleekwaaheedee 
haabaaRee, 
haakeekeeshaa 
oomeempaa haabaaRee 
yaa koowaaseeleeyaanaa 
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5-14
Another session 
will take place later 
today.

keekaa-o keengeene 
keetaafaanyeekaa 
baadaaye le-o

kikao kingine 
kitafanyika 
baadaye leo

5-15 Thanks for your 
cooperation.

aasaante kwaa 
oosheeReekeeyaano 
waako

asante kwa 
ushirikiano wako

5-16 Thanks for your 
understanding.

aasaante kwaa 
oofahamoo waako

asante kwa 
ufahamu wako
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PART 6:  CRISIS COMMUNICATIONS

6-1 I am not an official 
spokesperson.

meemee see 
msemaajee Raasmee

mimi si msemaji 
rasmi

6-2
Please wait for 
the public affairs 
representative.

tafaaThaalee 
mngoojeeRee mjoombe 
waa shooghoolee zaa 
nchee

tafadhali mngoje 
mjumbe wa 
shughuli za nchi

6-3 I can only tell you what 
I know.

naawezaa 
kookwaambeeyaa 
too yaale 
neenaayoyaajowaa

naweza kukuambia 
tu yale ninayojua

6-4 The situation is under 
control.

haalee 
eemeTheebeeteewaa hali imedhibitiwa
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6-5
We are doing 
everything we can to 
restore order.

toonaafaaneeyaa 
keelaa keetoo 
toonaachowezaa 
kooRoodeeshaa 
ootaaRaateeboo

tunafanya kila 
kitu tunachoweza 
kurudisha utaratibu

6-6
We are doing 
everything we can to 
protect lives.

toonaafaaneeyaa 
keelaa keetoo 
toonaachowezaa 
kooleendaa 
maayeeshaa

tunafanya kila 
kitu tunachoweza 
kulinda maisha

6-7
We are doing 
everything we can to 
save lives.

toonaafaaneeyaa 
keelaa keetoo 
toonaachowezaa koo-
okowaa maayeeshaa

tunafanya kila 
kitu tunachoweza 
kuokoa maisha

6-8 There was an incident. kooleekoowaa 
naatookeeyo kulikuwa na tukio
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6-9 The incident is under 
investigation.

tookeeyo leeko 
cheenee yaa 
oopelelezee

tukio liko chini ya 
upelelezi

6-10 We are taking this 
matter very seriously.

toonaaleeleeteeleeyaa 
jambo heelee 
maanaanee

tunalitilia jambo hili 
maanani

6-11 People have been 
injured.

waato 
waamejeRooheewaa

watu 
wamejeruhiwa

6-12 Civilians have been 
injured.

Rayeeyaa 
waamejeRoohewaa raia wamejeruhiwa

6-13 Police have been 
injured.

poleesee 
waamejeRooheewaa

polisi 
wamejeruhiwa

6-14 Service members have 
been injured.

waanaajeeshee 
waamejeRooheewaa

wanajeshi 
wamejeruhiwa
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6-15 Service members have 
been killed.

waanaajeshee waame-
oowaawaa

wanajeshi 
wameuawa

6-16 People have been 
killed.

waato waame-
oowaawaa watu wameuawa

6-17 Civilians have been 
killed.

Rayeeyaa waame-
oowaawaa raia wameuawa

6-18
Names cannot be 
released until victims’ 
relatives are notified.

maajeenaa 
haayaawezee 
kootolewaa 
mpaakaa jamaa 
waa waahaangaa 
waamejooleeshowaa

majina hayawezi 
kutolewa mpaka 
jamaa wa wahanga 
wamejulishwa

6-19 The official spokesman 
is expected here soon.

msemaajee Raasmee 
aanaataaRaajeewaa 
haapaa heevee 
kaaReeboonee

msemaji rasmi 
anatarajiwa hapa 
hivi karibuni
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6-20 Appropriate action will 
be taken.

haatwaa yaa koofaa 
eetaachookooleewaa

hatua ya kufaa 
itachukuliwa

6-21
We take every report 
of wrongdoing very 
seriously.

toonaateeleeyaa 
maanaanee keelaa 
ReepoRtee yaa 
ootendaajee maa-ovoo

tunatilia maanani 
kila ripoti ya 
utendaji maovu

6-22
We have secured the 
area where the incident 
occurred.

toomeheefee mahaalee 
paa tookeeyo

tumehifadhi mahali 
pa tukio

6-23 I am sorry but you have 
to wait for the report.

samahaanee 
laakeenee laazeemaa 
oongoje ReepoRtee

samahani lakini 
lazima ungojee 
ripoti
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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AVAILABLE:

Basic Language Survival Kit contains:
 1. Commands, Warnings & Instructions 12. Fuel & Maintenance
 2. Helpful Words, Phrases, & Questions 13. Medical / General
 3. Greetings / Introductions 14. Medical / Body Parts
 4. Interrogation 15. Military Ranks
 5. Numbers 16. Lodging 
 6. Days of the Week / Time 17. Occupations
 7. Directions 18. Port of Entry
 8. Locations 19. Relatives
 9. Descriptions 20. Weather
 10. Emergency Terms 21. General Military
 11. Food & Sanitation 22. Mine Warfare

Medical Survival Kit contains:
 1. Introduction 9. Surgery Instructions 17. Neurology
 2. Guidance 10. Pain Interview 18. Exam Commands
 3. Registration 11. Medicine Interview 19. Caregiver
 4. Assessment 12. Orthopedic 20. Post-op/Prognosis
 5. Surgical Consent 13. Obstetrics/Gynecology 21. Medical Conditions
 6. Trauma 14. Pediatrics 22. Diseases
 7. Procedures 15. Cardiology
 8. Foley 16. Ophthalmology
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